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POST-WAR BUILDING PRACTICE 


HE Report of the Ministry of Works Mission to study 
building methods in the U.S.A. threw a good deal 
of light on American practice, and in the process en- 
gendered a certain amount of heat in certain sections of the 
industry and allied professions in this country. Whatever 
may be said in criticism of the Report, it had one beneficial 
effect : it made many of us look searchingly into British 
building organisation and practice. The quantity surveyors 
had no hesitation in saying, with Hamlet: ‘‘ Let the gall’d 
jade wince, our withers are unwrung!” The builders 
were not quite so confident. Some, in fact, winced visibly 
when they read, or were told by spokesmen of the Mission, 
of the high degree of organisation, the remarkable efficiency 
of administration, the prodigious output of the operatives 
and other characteristic features of American building. 


Sir George Burt, one of the members of the Mission, 
addressed the Council of the London Master Builders’ 
Association on the subject and submitted himself to cross- 
examination on the findings of the Report. The Associa- 
tion, having considered the Report of its committee on the 
subject, issued a statement which was printed in our issue 
for June 2. 


With the war reaching its climax, and because of the 
profound effect its end in Europe must have, particularly 
upon building, it may not be unprofitable to return to this 
investigation and re-examine critically the recommenda- 
tions made with a view to improving the efficiency of the 
building industry in the great work of reconstruction that 
lies before it. 


The Report, it may be remembered, was sub-divided 
roughly into advice, first to architects, second to quantity 
surveyors, and third to the operatives. The architect was 
urged to impress on the client the expense involved by 
alterations in the planning and specification after the work 
has been commenced; he should insist on adequate 
time for the preparation of drawings, details and specifica- 
tions ; he should let demolition work and constructional 
work to the same builder; and he should be paid a fee 
by the client to cover all work necessary for design of the 
structure, including all engineering work. The quantity 
surveyor was to insist on obtaining fully detailed drawings 
from the architect ; to stop getting out provisional quan- 
tities ; he should insist on his fee for alterations being paid 
by the client direct, and see that these were on an increasing 
percentage in order to discourage the client from changing 
his mind. This course might, admittedly, have some such 
effect, but it might equally cause the client to dispense 
with a quantity surveyor on the grounds that the remedy 
was worse than the disease. Much of the preceding advice, 
however, is thoroughly sound. 


With regard to the operatives the suggestion was that 
they should be encouraged to take a keener interest in 
their work in order to increase output. That the operative 
should take an interest in his work is most desirable, 
but not merely to increase production—in other words, 
the profits of the builder and client ; after all, why should 
he be anxious to do so except in order to improve himself 
as a craftsman and raise the quality of the work? If he 
is to take an interest in his work merely to increase others’ 


profits, then he will naturally and reasonably require a 
share in those profits—in short, the bonus system. 

Finally, in case the client persisted in sinning against the 
light and, admittedly, his own interest, and did change his 
mind once the job had started, structural alterations should 
not be permitted. 


The L.M.B.A. is a body of practical men, but this pro- 
gramme, good as it is in parts, is not wholly realistic ; 
it is reminiscent rather of the League of Nations in the 
past telling naughty nations what they shouldn’t do— 
and having no power to stop them. We do not suggest 
that the L.M.B.A. should adopt what was said to be the 
slogan of the retail trades ‘‘ that the customer is always 
right ’—we say ‘‘ was” since anyone who to-day ever 
attempts to do the household shopping is quite aware that 
the force of the slogan is reversed—but the client, after all, 
is the man who pays for the goods, whether building or 
otherwise, and will necessarily call the tune ; if he chooses to 
act against his own interests no power on earth can stop 
him. The word “ insist’? which occurs so much in the 
Report is therefore inappropriate. The architect who 
forced a line of action on his client would speedily find 
himself without a client, unless he was of extreme eminence. 
Equally, the quantity surveyor who took:a similar course 
with the architect would quickly find himself without a 
commission. 


The most striking omission from this Report, however, 
is that there is no criticism of the builder—no insisting 
on what he is to do or not to do. Is he then impeccable ? 
ts he the one just man of the four? His organising powers 
have not always been impeccable, and he has shown a 
frequent lack of technical knowledge, control of his business 
being largely financial. Work has sometimes been done 
the quality of which was very poor and which would not 
have been passed except for the vital necessity of completing 
the building. The architect should be able to rely on the 
builder working to the specification without close super- 
vision, but is often not able to do so. If one buys a car 
or other machinery, no one thinks of supervising its con- 
struction, and it is not necessary. In the case of building 
it has been necessary for many years ; it ought not to be. 
With regard to the quantity surveyor, one of the average 
builder’s chief preoccupations has often appeared to be, 
to put it colloquially, ‘‘ to put a fast one dver him.” 


Admittedly, these evils are largely due to excessive and 
unregulated competition ; nevertheless they are evils and 
it is difficult for us to believe that the L.M.B.A. do not 
know that they exist. There is a somewhat pontifical 
and ex cathedra tone about this Report. We are as 
much interested in the welfare of the industry as anyone, 
but salvation must come by persuasion, not by com- 
pulsion, which would be most undesirable even if it were 
possible. Building clients, after all, are not lacking in 
a regard for their own interests and are amenable to reason. 


We offer these comments in no unfriendly spirit. Perhaps 
the L.M.B.A. could renew its investigations and issue 
another report more balanced and comprehensive in its 
recommendations. There are many points on which it 
could give an invaluable lead. : 
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NOTES ann NEWS 


Portal House Scheme. 

Tue Government, it is announced, pro- 
pose to make the sum of £150,000,000 avail- 
able to the Minister of Works for the 
manufacture and erection of temporar 
houses to be provided by October 1, 1947. 
It is estimated that this should cover the 
cost of approximately 250,000 temporary 
houses, which represents a cost of about 
£600 each. These facts were made known 
on July 21, when there was issued the 
text of the Housing (Temporary Accom- 
modation) Bill, which was formally pre- 
sented to the House of Commons earlier 
in the week by the Minister of Health. 


University Fellowships in Science. 

Tue directors of I.C.I. have offered to 
provide 80 Fellowships in scientific re- 
search of an average value of £600 per 
annum to nine Universities in Great 
Britain. In this scheme I.C.I. do no more 
than prescribe the subjects for which the 
Fellowships are to be held; the whole ad- 
ministration of the scheme otherwise rests 
with the Universities. The subjects laid 
down are physics, chemistry, and the 
sciences dependent thereon, includin 
chemotherapy ; that is to say, any branc 
of physics or chemistry may be included, 
as well as applied sciences such as metal- 
lurgy and engineering. The importance 
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of these sciences may be appreciated by 
the fact that they constitute the back- 
ground of modern industry. Oxford, 
Cambridge and London have been each 
offered twelve fellowships; Glasgow, 
Edinburgh, Liverpool, Manchester and 
Birmingham eight fellowships; and the 
University of Durham four fellowships. 
The underlying purpose is to strengthen 
the general facilities in British Universi- 
ties for scientific teaching and research. 
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This Tablet to the memory of Captain Bernard Warburton-Lee, V.C., R.N., has 

been placed in the Hospital for Sick Children, Great Ormond Street, W.C. 

Measuring 26 ins. by 20 ins., it has been executed in Hopton Wood stone by 
Mr. F. P, MORTON. The lettering is V-cut and coloured light blue. 
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The Plan for the City. 

In connection with the Plan for the 
City of London, which was reviewed in 
our last issue, Mr. William Harvey writes 
to point out that one of its principal 
features—the opening up of a view of the 
south front of St, Paul’s from the river 
by the construction of a new roadway— 
was anticipated in a scheme which he pre- 
pared many years ago. This was illus- 
trated in The Builder for June 18, 1926. 


Manchester Society’s President. 

Mr. H. T. Sewarp, F.R.I.B.A., who has 
completed three suc¢essive war-time terms 
as President of the Manchester Society of 
Architects, has been re-elected for a fourth 
year. 

Aircraft Production Factories. 

Tue Ministry of Works announces that 
owing to the approaching completion of 
the main constructional programme of air- 
craft production factories, Mr. B. H. 
Colquhoun, with the consent of the 
Minister of Works, relinquished the 
post of Director-General Aircraft Produc- 
tion Factories in that Ministry on July 31. 
in order to resume private practice. The 
Directorate of Aircraft Production Fac- 
tories will thereafter be in the charge of 
Mr. W. R. Watson, principal director. 


Tendering for Government Constructional 
Contracts. 

Tue following statement is issued by 
the Ministry of Works :— 

For the past two years arrangements 
have been in operation to spread the avail- 
able work in the Government’s building 
programme among as many suitable firms 
as possible. To give effect to this policy 
a Central Record is maintained of con- 
tractors with an average annual turnover 
of £60,000 or more. From this list, firms 
are selected for invitations to tender for 
Government contracts over £25,000. 
Regional records of all other firms are 
also maintained from which firms are 
selected to tender for contracts costing 
£25,000 and under. 

A vecommendation has recently been 
made jointly by the National Federation 
of Building Trades Employers and the 
Federation of Civil Engineering Contrac- 
tors to the Minister of Works that firms 
on the Central Record should be invited 
to tender for Government contracts over 
£25,000 in value in any part of the 
country ; provided always that if sufficient 
local firms on the Central Record are 
available and eligible, 60 per cent. of the 
invitations to tender for contracts value 
between £25,000 and £100,000 should be 
issued to local firms defined for this pur- 
pose as those situated within a radius of 
25 miles from the site of the work. After 
consultation with the Federations, the 
Minister has decided to accept this recom- 
mendation. 


From The Builder of 1844 
Saturday, August 3, 1844. Price 3d. 
THe last benefit conferred upon its 

residents [Oxford-street, ‘‘the noblest 
avenue in Europe’’] and the population 
at large was the wooden pavement, not 
obtained without great difficulty, for 
parish Solons are the most difficult’ of all 
to contend with. Thank heaven, the 
taste for MacAdam and mud is rapidly 
fading away, and we may soon hope to 
be able to perambulate all the leading 
streets of London without endangering 
our hearing from the violent concussion 
of the ear produced by the incessant 
rumbling of wheels and vehicles of every 
description, or our necks, from the 
slippery state of the pavements.—From 
an article on ‘‘ London as it was in 1800, 
as it is in 1844.” 
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WAR DAMAGE IN CENTRAL ITALY 


THe following statement on war 
damage to works of architecture in 
Central Italy is issued by the Minister 
of Information :— 

The Allied advance northwards from 
Cassino to Rome, and, on the Adriatic 
side, to Ortona, was made at the cost 
of heavy and continuous fighting. 
When every town and village was a 
German stronghold, it was inevitable 
that the buildings should suffer. For- 
tunately there is not in the whole area 
any one of the outstanding art centres 
of Italy; but in every town and in 
almost every village there was some- 
thing of historic importance or of 
beauty, church or palazzo, medieval 
house or castle, which has been ex- 
posed to the ravages of war. With 
each and all of these it would be 
impossible to deal; the following 
account is confined to.those buildings 
scheduled in the official lists as being 
of major interest which have been 
inspected and reported on by the 
officers of the Monuments, Fine Arts 
and Archives Sub-Commission. 

Taking first the line followed by the 
Fifth Army, along the Via Appia and 
the western foothills of the Apennines, 
MINTURNO suffered less than might 
have been expected; the church of 
Sta. Annunziata was seriously hit, but 
the more important San Pietro was 
but slightly damaged, and its greatest 
treasure, the thirteenth-century mosaic 
pulpit, is unharmed. In Fermia, the 
church of 8. Erasmo came off lightly 
and the Roman villas were undamaged. 
In Gaeta, the fine but largely modern- 
ised Cathedral has stffered consider- 
able damage, but it is by no means a 
total loss; its 57 Roman columns sur- 
vive, and so do the great Gothic arch 
and the remarkable ‘twelfth-. and 
thirteenth-century campanile; the 
contents of the treasury and the more 
important archives had been removed 
previously to Rome. The Oratory of 
the Annunziata, with its Giottesque 
frescoes, and three of the other five 
listed churches, are unharmed; the 
Ladislaus, Caetani and Guastaferri 
palazzi were shaken but not destroyed. 
The town of Irrr is an utter ruin, and 
the three churches in it which figure 
on the list of important monuments 
have all perished. 

In Fonpt, all four -listed churches, 
those of S. Pietro, of the Assunta, S. 
Domenico and 8. Francesco are more 
or less damaged. S. Pietro, the most 
important, has fared worst; its west 
end has suffered badly, ifs roof has 
mostly gone, and half of its cloisters 
is in ruins. The much more important 
Cathedral of Terractna, on the other 
hand, -has been little hurt; its vesti- 
bule with ten columns resting. on 
recumbent lions, its pulpit, in the 
same style and enriched with mosaics, 
and the Easter candlestick, are all 
intact. The other good .churches of 
the town, those of the Annunziata and 
S. Domenico, are unharmed, 

The Cathedral of Priverno, Sozzr, 
with its Cathedral and _ valuable 


archives, the Cistercian Abbey at 
Fossanova, the medieval ruins of 
Ninra and Norma, the abbey at Val- 
visciolo, are all unscathed, as is the 
Cathedral of Sermonota with its 
Benozzo Gozzoli Madonna. 

Of the four important churches at 
Cort, that of Sta. Maria della Trinita 
is obliterated; only its Romanesque 
campanile survives; San Pietro is a 
compleie ruin (though the adjoining 
classical remains, the Temple of Her- 
cules, were not badly damaged); Santa 
Caterona suffered much from shell fire. 
Sant’ Oliva, with its antique columns, 
early frescoes, and sixteenth-century 
ceiling paintings, is in pretty good 
order, and its campanile and cloister 
are untouched. 

At VELLETRI, the Cathedral is little 
more than a ruin; the collections in 
the Municipal Museum are buried in 
the rubble of the building; the church 
of Sta. Maria del Trivio has lost most 
of its stucco decoration, and the great 
Ginotti palace was hit -several times 
and much of it stands open to the 
elements. 

At VatMontTONE the Renaissance 
church of the Gonfalone is half ruined, 
and the campanile of Madonna delle 
Grazio has fallen, and part of the 
Doria palace is destroyed; the whole 
town, in fact, has suffered badly. 

The town of Patestrina as a whole 
was badly knocked about. The Cathe- 
dral is wrecked internally, and half of 
the finely carved wooden choir-stalls 
have perished. The Roman Temple of 
Fortune has suffered, and the Bar- 
berini palace is a good deal dilapi- 
dated. From the museum which it 
housed the best objects have been 
removed; if the local sfory is fo be 
believed, the Pieta by Michelangelo is 
now in Goering’s possession. 

In the Alban Hills Caste GaNDOLFO 
had, in spite of German propaganda 
tales, suffered little material hurt; 
apart. from a bomb-hole in the west 
retaining wall, a few shrapnel holes, 
broken windows and loosened mullions 
were the sum total of damage to the 
Papal Palace itself, though the Papal 
farm had suffered more severely and 
one college building had been ruined. 
The Barberini Palace lost only some 
window-glass. Frascatr had come off 
much worse. The facade of Domenico 
Fontana’s Cathedral stands intact, but 
the interior is wrecked, the stucco 
work .fallen from the walls and the 
high altar ruined; only the altar by 
Ferruccio Fiorentino behind the choir 
has been preserved. The church of the 
Gesu has lost its cupola and its ceiling 





COMING EVENTS 


Wednesday, August 9. 

R.IL.B.A. (American Housing Exhibition). 
Messrs. Gordon Stephenson, G. A. Jellicoe and 
David Cushman Coyle:on ‘“‘ America Plans for 
its Community.” 66, Portland-place, W.1. 


Monday, August 21, 

Mars Group. Discussion (summed up_ by 
Prof. Sir Charles Reilly) on “ What is Modern 
Architecture? ” R.I.B.A., 66, Portland-place, 
W.1. 6.30 p.m. 
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(the ceiling-painting by Andrea del 
Pozzo had been previously removed to 
safety). The twelfth-century church of 
San Rocco has disappeared, all but its 
campanile, and all the other churches 
are damaged. Of the famous villas, 
the Torlonia (which was a German 
H.Q.), the Falconiere and the Aldo- 
brandini, the Ruffinella and the Lan- 


cellotti have all been _ seriously 
damaged; only the Mondragone 
escaped injury. 

Farther inland, in the Apennine 


belt, Isernia suffered relatively little; 
the fine medizval fountain “Fontana 
Fraterna’’ was smashed, but the frag- 
ments have been guarded and restora- 
tion is possible; some bomb damage to 
the church of Sta. Maria delle Bene- 
dettine revealed the structure of a 
handsome medieval church under the 
veneer of baroque finishing. In Arpino 
the damage was even less, and the 
three fine churches in the town suf- 
fered no more than broken windows. 

In Northern Apulia the splendid 
Romanesque church of Trota (twelfth 
and. thirteenth century) had suffered 
no damage; neither had the pilgrim 
shrine of S. Michele on Monte Sant’ 
Angelo with its  eleventh-century 
bronze doors, its Sansovino statue of 
the archangel, and its twelfth-century 
episcopal throne; the twelfth-century 
church of Sta. Maria Maggiore with 
its highly decorated Romanesque 
facade is intact. The Angevin castle 
at Manrreponia had suffered internally 
from German mines, but is still in fair 
repair; close by are the ruined 
eleventh-century abbey and church of 
S. Leonardo and the early twelfth- 
century church of Sta. Maria di 
Siponio; these have suffered no war 
damage. 

At Camposasso war damage was not 
serious. At~A@none the church of 8. 
Emidio with its fourteenth-century 
jagade and curious seventeenth- 
ceniury wooden figures of the Last 
Supper is intact. The wonderfully well- 
preserved eleventh-century church of 
Sta. Maria della Strada, near Marrice, 
escaped all damage. So did another 
fine church of the same date and 
character, remarkable for its seulp- 
tured ornament of the Dark Ages, 8. 
Giogio at Prrretta TRIFERNINA. The 
Cathedral at Termorr (rebuilt in the 
sixteenth century, but retaining its 
twelfth-century facade) appeared to 
be unharmed, but its apse has been 
weakened by the concussion of German 
mines and is in danger of collapse. 
At Larino the Cathedral, a noteworthy 
example of early Gothic, built in 1319, 
has suffered no damage. 

One of the most important historic 
buildings jin the Abruzzi, the Cister- 
cian church and convent of San Gio- 
vanni in Venere at, Fossacestia, built 
in the eighth century on the ruins of 
a Roman temple, enlarged in 1016 and 
again remodelled in 1165, escaped the 
complete destruction which overtook 
many buildings in the town,- but its 
chureh has suffered from ’shell-hits on 
the roof and walls, the timber room of 
the cloisters has gone, and there is 


c.* 
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some blackening of the early frescoes; 
it is, however, not irreparably harmed 
and good care is being taken of it. Ai 
TerRMOLI, the Cathedral (its fagade is 
the original of the twelfth century) 
and Frederic II’s Castle are both un- 
harmed, though the latter has been 
used as an observation post by the 
Germans. 

Vasto has suffered practically not at 
all; of its listed monuments only the 
huge Renaissance Palazzo d’Avalos 
had its cornice slightly damaged by 
shell-fire. At Lancrano, in spite of 
intermittent enemy shelling continued 
over a long period, all the important 
monuments are safe; a near miss shook 
the portico and campanile of the Cathe- 
dral, a fourteenth-fifteenth-century 
basilica built on the bridge, but did 
little damage. Orrona, on the other 
hand, suffered severely, for the most 
part by enemy shelling. Half of its 
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twelfih-century Cathedral (the interior 


‘has been entirely remodelled) has been 


demolished, this including the cam- 
panile, most of the important sculp- 
tured portal, and the portico, and all 
that can be done is to collect the 
sculptured fragments with a view to 
post-war reconstruction. 

A little damage was done to the 
fourteenth-century church of 8S. Leucio 
at ATESSA. 

Considering the destructive powers 
of modern warfare, the record is much 
more comforting than we could have 
hoped. And while we must regret the 
loss of a number of monuments in 
these scattered and for the most part 
unfamiliar towns and villages, we 
have every reason to be grateful that 
the tide of battle has flowed past 
Rome, Peruaia, Assist and Siena, and 
left unharmed these major treasure- 
houses of. art. 


CORRESPONDENCE 


The M.o.W. Emergency House. 
To THe Epitor or The Builder. 

Smr,—I have been spending my declin- 
ing years in an old farmhouse only re- 
minded of what is happening in the 
building world by a friend who occasion- 
ally sends me one of the building papers 
showing me the latest examples of the 
degradation of the building art. 

With some notable exceptions these 
so-called modern houses have usually 
enormous windows which afford the rooms 
little protection from external conditions. 
There is usually an enormous window 
on the staircase where little light is re- 
quired. The garage doors are the most 
prominent feature, suggesting that the 
most important thing in the house is the 
means of escape from it, while the inevit- 
able flat. roof combined with large glass 
areas still further fail to protect the 
house from the weather, with which the 
radiators are engaged in a losing battle. 
Then the building is ‘‘ streamlined, 
although it is a static structure, and so 
it becomes hideous and a blot in the land- 
scape, largely because it is practically un- 
sound. 

When, then, I was sent the plans of 
the emergency one-storey prefabricated 
house I was most agreeably surprised to 
find it had none of the faults I have 
yeferred to and had been planned with 
sound common-sense. 

Windows were of reasonable size, roof 
was sloping, and great ingenuity had been 
displayed in all its fittings. 

The plumbing is compact and there 
should be little risk of the annual tragedy 
of burst pipes, and everywhere one sees 
evidence of thought and skill. 

The acid test of such a building is 
whether one would like to live in it one- 
self, and that I would most willingly do. 
I should miss for a time the fire of wood 
- or coal, but with my few pieces of old 
furniture the somewhat mechanical atmo- 
sphere of this machine to live in could be 
neutralised and humanised. 

Then with plenty of books and -some 
favourite pictures I should be well satis- 
fied, and so, after the war, if I am still 
living, if anyone will let me one of these 
emergency dwellings I will be glad to 

cupy it. 
ithe only fault I can see in the plan of 
the emergency house is that. the only 
approach to the living-room is via the 
kitchen, but this can be easily remedied 


by a glazed screen with doorway to 
so-called kitchen. M. H. Bamuie Scorr. 
““Winsland,’’ Totnes, 8S. Devon. 


To tHe Epiror or he Builder, 

Srr,- -Mr. Malcolm Henderson, from 
his letter in The Builder for July 23, may 
Le a little aggrieved by my suggestion 
that architects have Sollowee like sheep 
the long-frontage policy, started by thé 
M.o.W., in the various alternative 
methods of planning suggested. 

Mr. Henderson believes that narrow 
frontages and narrow-mindedness are 
akin. They may or may not be so, as may 
be understood by a careful analysis made 
by well-balanced minds of the following 
broad and convincing facts :— 

(a) Allowing plots of land 100ft. deep 
facing a road 40 ft. wide, the number of 
houses to the acre being measured as in- 
cluding the depth of plot plus half width 
of road, the following facts emerge :— 

(1) The M.o.W. agricultural workers’ 
cottage requires a land frontage of 45 ft. 
and eight cottages can be built to the 
acre ; 

(2) The M.o.W. emergency factory- 
made bungalow—40ft. and nine to 
acre ; 

(5) Birmingham experimental house, 
two bedrooms type—22 ft. and 16} to 
the acre; 

(4) Ditto, three bedrooms—25 ft. and 
14 to. the acre; 

(5) The 1919-39 house—30 ft. and 12 
to the acre. 

(b) Allowing plots of larid about 80 ft. 
deep :— 

(6) The 1894-1914 usually terraced 
house with the back addition—about 
20 ft. and about 22 to the acre; 

(c) (7) The pre-1914 slums, with their 
frontages of about 16 ft.; 10 ft. deep 
miserable backyards and building line 
coinciding with the back lines of pave- 
ments in mean and narrow street—about 
50 to the acre; 

(8) Ditto, fronting to alleys-—60 to the 
acre, 

A broad-minded study of the above 
number of houses to the acre, and certain 
sociological and economic factors may 
help to prove that short-frontage plan- 
ning, in connection with small houses, and 
particularly those which are intended to 
be of short life, is not only desirable but 
necessary in the national interests, Such 
a study will show :— 
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(a) The M.o.W. plans as (1) and (2) are 
wasteful in land, road and other - costs; 
they appear to show a lack of appreciation 
of the rules of economical town and coun- 
try planning, and also indicate a far too 
great swerve from the one extreme of 50 
to 60 slum houses to the acre to the other 
of eight or nine to the acre. 

(b) Such houses as the Birmingham (3) 
and (4), the Tarran and other houses of 
reasonably short frontages with from 14} 
to 20 houses to the acre are suitable for 
all normal healthy living requirements. 

(c) 1919-39 houses as (5), about 12 to 
the acre, were the result of good work by 
town planners, and provided frontages 
and gardens in sharp contrast to tlie 
1894-1914. monotonous examples of the 
then ‘‘ modern suburbia.”’ 

(d) The 1894-1914 houses as (6) were 
better, of course, than the slums. 

(e) The slums as (7) and (8) and their 
inhabitants were described very truly by 
Robert Blatchford in his ‘‘ Merrie Eng- 
land.’’ He said : ‘‘ the working people of 
this country live under conditions alto- 
gether monstrous. Their labour is much 
too heavy, their pleasures are too few, 
and in their close streets and crowded 
houses, decency, health and cleanliness are 
well-nigh impossible.”’ 

(f) The sociological factor emerges from 
(e). Robert Blatchford referred 50 years 
ago to those 50 to 60 slums to the acre 
inhabited by persons subjected to appal- 
ling labour and financial conditions. Now 
those persons, commonly called labour, 
work under entirely different and better 


conditions, and I am convinced that as 


they are better fed and more healthy, 
then houses at about 20 to an acre, that 
is about three times more land than 
those miserable slums rested on, is all 
that is necessary. 

(g) The economic factor arises from a 
general survey of all the matters with 
which I have dealt. Land and road costs 
are likely to be very expensive, probably 
something like an average of £5 a foot 
frontage in the country, and much more 
on the outskirts of cities. Why should 
40 ft. frontage be absorbed when 25 ft. is 
sufficient? Why increase the cost of a 
house, or its rent, because 15 ft. extra 
frontage is required merely to suit plan- 
ning evolved from the brains of those 
whose chief aim is to provide something 
“‘ pretty ’’? without any or much regard to 
social and economic factors? 

(h) As for Mr. Henderson’s comments 
regarding the vision from, poor light to, 
and vista of the coal-shed from the living- 
room as planned by me, the vision over 
the rear garden may be a little one-sided 
and would be improved by the larder 
being in another position. The vista of 
the coal-shed can be no more objectionable 
than that of many a low shed built, in a 
garden, and is certainly more pleasing 
than the _ public-convenience-like vista 
from the front door of the M.o.W. plan. 
As for the poor light, I am sure that the 
laws of fenestration are met by my de- 
sign, and I believe that E.J.M.A. have 
designs for windows to suit my plan of 
the living-room. 

(i) I feel that Mr. Henderson has mis- 
taken the housing requirements as en- 
visaged by the M.o.W. for the ordinary 
“‘man in the street’? and ‘‘ woman in 
the home” with those who have suffi- 
cient means to pay for houses ‘‘set on 
well-laid-out pieces of land,”’ ‘‘ pictured 
against ‘the right type of background” 
and ‘‘ with trees and hedges placed at 
strategic points’”—and I assume enough 
land for the sheep tracks across the 
frontage of the houses. 

R. V. Boucuron, A.I.Struct.E. 

Streatham, S.W.16. 
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GENERAL VIEW. 





THE 


Burtt FoR Messrs. BENSKINS WATFORD 
BREWERY, LTD., this house replaces the old building 
upon the same site, but is extended considerably. 
The site is an irregular one, close to the station, 
and in a very busy neighbourhood. The bricks 
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FIRST-FLOOR PLAN. 


“ROYAL” HOTEL, LUTON 
ROBERT G. MUIR, F.R.I.B.A., ARCHITECT. 


From 


used were 2in. Buckinghamshire bricks. 
the plans it will be seen that ample accommoda- 


tion has been provided to deal with a large luncheon 
The builders were Messrs. J. 


and dinner trade. 
Honour & Son, of Tring, Herts. 
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GROUND-FLOOR PLAN. 
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ST. STEPHEN’S HOUSE, 
COLSTON AV., BRISTOL. 


ALEX. F. FRENCH, 
F.R.1.B.A., ARCHITECT. 


THE CLIENTS, THE BRISTOL & WEST 
Building Society, desired to erect 
a block of offices, a portion of which 
would be for their own occupation, 
the remainder capable of being let 
as office suites. They therefore 
acquired the site of the Old Tontine 
Warehouse, a prominent position 
with a frontage of 115 ft. to the 
City Centre and return frontage of 
85 ft. to St. Stephen’s-avenue. In 
order to open up the approach to 
St. Stephen’s Church and also to 
conform to new building lines on 
the Centre, a considerable portion 
of the site was the subject of negotia- 
tion with the Corporation. 

The building thus resolves itself 
into basement (over whole; site), 
ground floor and four floors over. 
The basement comprises heating 
chamber, male and female cloak- 
rooms, separate rest rooms, general 
and tenants’ storage space (subse- 
quently strengthened as air raid 
shelter) and reinforced concrete 
deed room, and is served by the - 
main lift and also by a book lift ANOTHER VIEW OF THE PUBLIC SPACE. 
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(to ground floor only—with separate book lift from TH 
ground to first floor). The ground floor comprises the 
main entrance hall to all floors and the main public - 
office of the Building Society, together with subsi- Tw 
diary offices. Half of the first floor accommodates i 
managerial staff and board-room, the remainder re 
being let to tenants. The three floors over are “‘ let- suppl 
table ” floor space, served by main lift and each with buildi 
male and female cloaks. “Wei 

Construction : Steel frame, hollow tile floors and rate ¢ 

flat roof, brick panel walls faced with Portland stone. ciple « 

Surround to main entrance and plinths in Belgian fees 

black marble. The basement, which is below harbour ip) d 

water level and subject to flooding, is entirely tanked Peake 

with asphalt, and a drainage system is provided with land, 
collecting tank and backflow valve to counteract burgh 

flooding. only 

InTERNAL Frnisues: Entrance hall and public tional 

space are paved in Travertine, the public space, timbe 

cashiers’ and clerks’ space being panelled in Indian Mark 

silver greywood, walnut and sycamore, with black tle 
marble skirtings to public space. Counter in walnut. modif 
Cost : £38,223. Equivalent to as. 6d. per foot cube and n 
over whole building. 1938 prices. Messrs, William The 
Cowlin & Son, Ltd., of Bristol, were responsible for the the a 

panelling to public space and board-room, main plan, 

counter, also for the fibrous plaster and black marble, heen 
in addition to main building work. The quantity facili 
surveyors were Messrs. Gleeds, Bristol. thus { 
choice 
Con 
ST. STEPHEN’S HOUSE, BRISTOL. — 

ALEC F. FRENCH, F.R.I.B.A., ARCHITECT. cover 

sign. 

tion. 

walls 
THE ARCHITECTURAL |“ Now I'd strongly advise you not to start. = LCC. RETIREMENTS by us 
pulling anything about,’’ counselled the ita fibre 

TREASURES OF FRANCE _ colonel, “ this place hasn’t been de-mined ey ame _. ng eda ~—_ frame 

yet and there may be booby traps about Clerk and establishment officer in the hea 

THEIR RESCUE FROM THE RUINS. {),. place. I'll call up the engineers to give architect’s department, has decided to — 

Tue following item of news from it the once-over, and we'll post guards Yetire on September 13 next, after having good 

Normandy was read in the nine o’clock to see that nobody touches anything.’’ So completed 40 years’ service. Mr... Martin, corri¢ 
news on Sunday evening last :— oe —— a ga who he — sania: by Cee a? build- kitche 

ah : : nosing around the mounds of rubble, and ing trade, entere e Council’s service i 

. Now here’s a story from behind the waiting for the engineers to come up to in’ January, 1904, and after occupying eid 

lines, a story which shows how men are . id es ; Satatentiv ees abs — 
Soaae 3 = be é make the job safer—safe enough, that is, Various administrative positions was “© Cel 
willing to risk their lives to preserve the ptr’ > appointed chief clerk in 1929. A .} 

treasures of France. It was sent by our to get down to some real digging. PP ee 6S Sia py gO hoard 
sete i : 3 : ** Squadron-Leader Dixon-Spain is, of he became responsible for advising the void 
correspondent, Robert Reid, and is being * : : : : weep tare a 

ced for ta course, Mr. J. E. Dixon-Spain, 0.B.E., architect on departmental organisation, wind. 
ciniensa Ahad ad : F.R.I.B.A. (of Messrs. Nicholas and for the supervision of the administrative Toov 

The scene is set in the town hall of Dixon-Spain). He has now had the dis- and clerical staff, and for the general ae t 

St. Lo, where a veteran in R.A.F. uniform tinction of taking part in three wars—as direction of the administrative work of the pars ) 
is looking for a famous marble pedestal @ Subaltern in the South African War, as department. In 1935 he became also estab- B . 
which is one of the most precious of 4 Lieut.-Col. in the 1914-18 War, and now jishment officer for the department. At ene 
French antiauities as a Squadron-Leader in this: albeit his E Ae: P te All d 

qu : ; tas ful h the outbreak of war he was seconded to Th 

Th destal had rested in the lobby PreSemt,task is a peacefu and humane ape eae ah 

e pedestal had rested i e lobby one. His many friends will wish him the London Civil Defence Region as a tric 1 
of St. Lo town hall which was wrecked by wel] in the important but dangerous work 8toup co-ordinating officer, and performed out 
German artillery fire, and the officer I he is doing, and a safe and speedy very valuable work in establishing the civil prenary 
saw searching ’mid the ruins was Squad- return.—Ep. defence organisation within group 1, com- ‘ntent 
ron-Leader Dixon-Spain, a well-known a prising Westminster and the West and where 
London architect, who is one of the The Register of Architects. North-Western Metropolitan Boroughs. In by tl 
specialist officers whose job it is to advise VotumE 11 of the Register of Architects January, 1940, he returned to the depart- sam 
on the preservation of rare works of art issued by the Architects’ Registration. ment to deal with difficult war-time ques- entire 
and so on, as our forces advance through (ouncil of the United Kingdom has now tions such as the staffing of the heavy Seiad 
some of these historic old Norman towns. made its appearance. At December 31, rescue service and the war débris service. vided 
The squadron-leader keeps close up to the 1943, there were 14,984 names included. Some years ago he undertook personal the cc 
battle line, he studies our advance, he Price 4s., the Register is obtainable from supervision of the renaming of about 3,000 of a | 
marks the towns we're likely to enter, 6g, Portland-place, W.1, streets in London, and in this connection The 
then turns up his works of reference and Middlesbrough Replanning. his research into the history and _topo- for tl 
his Baedeker to see what treasures are A survey of the views of 1,400 of the graphy of London was invaluable. In ion 
to be found there, then in he goes. And town’s inhabitants has been. made as a making reference to Mr. Martin’s impend- om 
that’s how I found him on the job in St. preliminary to preparing the plan for ing departure, the General Purposes Nati 
Lo looking for the Marbre de Curine. The Middlesbrough, for which Mr. Max Lock, Committee state: ‘‘He has displayed wees 
American colonel in charge of the town A.R.1.B.A., was recently commissioned. administrative ability of a very - high AB 
was with us as Dixon-Spain stood on the The survey revealed, among others, the order, and his long experience and ripe sectio 
lip of a shell crater outside the town hall following requirements: An assurance judgment have been of very great assis- tion, 
and brought out one of his French refer- that light industries will be set up in the tance to the Council.” Hous 
ence books, and with the ardour of a real area after the war; bungalows for the old Mr. W. E._ Brooks, F.R.I.B.A., the F 
antiquary proceeded to lecture us on the people; more childen’s playgrounds; trees A.M.T.P.I., ‘will also shortly retire, Ballst 
history-of this red marble pedestal which in the streets; tidying of waste land, such after 45 years in the Council’s service, visite 
lies buried somewhere behind him. . as empty building sites; a bathroom and latterly as assistant architect in charge of will 1 

Dixon-Spain clambered over the ruins indoor sanitation in every house. The town planning under the Town and ing t 
with his head down, fairly sniffing for results of the inquiry are to go to the Country Planning Act. Since 1941 he has with 
anything which might be red marble. Ministry of Town and Country Planning. been deputy architect to the Council.’ a 
on A 
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THE WEIR ‘“‘PARAGON ”’ 
HOUSE 


TWENTY YEARS aGo Lorp WEIR 
organised a housing corporation in Scot- 
land for the purpose of erecting working- 
class houses along novel methods as a 
supplement to the normal efforts of the 
building trade. Over 3,000 of these 
‘Weir’ houses were built, at a peak 
rate of 50 per week, to the general prin- 
ciple of a timber frame covered with steel. 
Now, in view of the specially heavy hous- 
ing deficit which Scotland has to meet, 
Lord Weir, with the approval of Lord 
Portal and the Secretary of State for Scot- 
land, has planned and erected in Edin- 
burgh an improved house which makes 
only the minimum demand on conven- 
tional building trade materials, such as 
timber, cement, etc. The demonstration 
house, illustrated on this page, is termed 
Mark III. Provisional arrangements for 
the erection of 100 houses of a slightly 
modified nature in Scotland in semi-rural 
and mining areas are pending. 

The total floor area is 870 sq. ft., and 
the accommodation may be seen from the 
plan, which shows that one-half of the 
house is devoted to sleeping accommoda- 
tion and the other to working and living 
facilities. No load is taken by partitions, 
thus giving flexibility in arrangement and 
choice of fitment equipment. 

ConsTRUCTIONAL FEATURES.—The outer 
wall units are of heavy gauge steel sheet 
pressed and welded, jointed by a bolted 
cover plate. Roof units are of similar de- 
sign. Their arrangement is shown in the sec- 
tion. Thermal and acoustical insulation of 
walls and roof of high standard is obtained 
by use of twin air spaces separated by a 
fibre glass ‘blanket carried on light steel 
frames secured to the heavy wall units. 
These frames also carry the inner wall 
boarding, which can be of any mane 
good quality, the dadoes in the hall and 
corridor being of plywood, and in the 
kitchen and bathroom of white enamelled 
steel. Partitioning is by sliding and inter- 
locking pressed-steel frames carrying a 
‘*Celotex ’”? inner membrane and the wall 
boarding. Chimneys are of special design, 
avoiding down-draught troubles in any 
wind. Floors are of narrow tongued and 
grooved wood, kiln dried to a specific 
moisture content, hydraulically pressed to- 
gether, then secured to the steel_joists.and 
placed in the house in complete sections. 
All doors are of flush type. 

The house is wired complete for elec- 
tric light and with power plugs through- 
out. No provision is made in the demon- 
stration house for gas, as this model is 
intended for rural use. Gas can be fitted 
where available. Foundations are provided 
by the purchaser and can be either of 
concrete walls or of the concrete raft type 
entirely coated with bitumen. In the 
former case the damp-proof course is pro- 
vided with the house. It is expected that’ 
the cost will be substantially less than that 
of a brick or concrete house of equal size. 

The demonstration house was erected 

. for the Scottish Special Housing Associa- 
tion, 11, Drumsheugh-gardens, Edinburgh. 


National Planning in Eire. 

ARRANGEMENTS have been made for 
sections of the National Planning Exhibi- 
tion, which was held in the Mansion 
House, Dublin, last April, to be shown at 
the Rayal Dublin Society’s premises at 
Ballsbridge. Fifteen thousand people 
visited the Mansion House, and citizens 
will now get another opportunity of see- 
ing the principal exhibits in conjunction 
with the Taylor Art and National Art 
competitions which begin at Ballsbridge 
on August 7. 
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PREFABRICATION IN BRITAIN AND AMERICA 


DISCUSSION AT R.1.B.A. 


PREFABRICATION was the subject of a 
discussion at the Royal Institute of British 
Architects, 66, Portland Place, W.1, on 
Tuesday, July 25. Mr. A. C. Bossom, 
M.P., presided, and the principal speakers 
were an American architect, Mr. Rudolf 
Mock, and Mr. Gwyn H. Morris, senior 
housing architect of Coventry. The dis- 
cussion was the first of a series in con- 
nection with the exhibition of American 
housing now being held at the R.I.B.A. 

Opening the proceedings, the Chairman 
said he believed prefabrication would be 
the basis of the architecture of the near 
future : it took traditional or new materials 
inside a factory, where the workers had 
good lighting and heating and were aided 
by machinery. They did the work there, 
and it was taken to the site and put 
together at one operation. Forty per cent. 
of the work on the houses built between 
the wars was prefabricated, and in a 
typical New York skyscraper the propor- 
tion was about 70 per cent. In this 
country now we had a million houses that 
were either outworn or needed replace- 
ment, and every time we raised the school- 
leaving age we had to add 20 per cent. to 
the ne Ba in the country. When peace 
came there would be a quarter of a million 
newly-wed couples needing homes. Parlia- 
ment was taking hold of the problem in a 
practical way and on August 1 would dis- 
cuss a vote of £150,000,000 to produce 
250,000 prefabricated houses. We were at 
the dawn of a new age in architecture : it 
would raise the standard of life and reduce 
the drudgery in the home. 

Mr. Rudolf Mock followed. Prefabrica- 
tion, he said, was. inevitable and would 
continue to develop for some time to come. 
Had economic conditions been favourable, 
America would have had prefabrication of 
industrial buildings for a long time past. 
Between the wars many experiments had 
been made, but only because of the great 
demand made by the war had the American 
building industry been able to put the new 
methods to the test and produce a work- 
able system. Early experiments had been 
made in concrete. In the 1920’s and early 
1930’s prefabricated buildings all had steel 
frames very much in imitation of wood 
construction, but steel had now been 
abandoned. The most obvious objection to 
it was that it was not a pleasant material 
to live with. Where insulation was 
required it needed combination with other 
materials, and technical difficulties came 
up which brought the cost of prefabricated 
steel houses above the possible limit. The 
war had brought a great demand for 
houses, and excellent systems of prefabri- 
cation had been produced, all on the 
structural basis of the wood frame. A 
vertical panel 4 ft. by 8 ft. could be found 
in most of the systems now in use. It 
was the wall, floor and ceiling panel, 
special panels being used over doors, 
windows, etc. Most of the projects 
depended on the panel itself as a structural 
material, and tests had sh-wn that great 
strength could be achieved with wood if 
properly used. Further, the amount of 
wood could be greatly reduced, the struc- 
tural strength being at the same time 
increased. But if this was to be achieved 
much greater accuracy would be required 
than was given by present systems. The 
really prefabricated house would make full 
use of all technical resources and create a 
better house based on accuracy. But as 
yet there was a certain crudeness about 
most of the prefabricated systems, and 
prefabricators had a long way to go if they 
were to produce a really excellent factory- 


made house after the war, The aim was 
not merely to equa] the hand-made house, 
but to make a better house, and this aim 
had not been achieved. Prefabricated 
houses in America were as good as tradi- 
tional ones, but did not incorporate the 
advantages which could be attained by 
machine production. Parts of the struc- 
ture—e.g., windows and plumbing equip- 
ment—had long been prefabricated, and 
these had achieved a high standard; but 
so far as the structure was concerned it 
bore the earmarks of a rush job, although 


it was well done as such, Prefabrication 


had saved man-power and _ material. 
America would have difficulty post-war if 
the building industry was to get the very 
large potential market of the low-cost 
house, and without a revision of the whole 
financial structure so far as building was 
concerned, he did not believe American 
industry would be able to go out in a large 
way to produce factory-made houses. 


Mr. Morris followed, describing what 
was being done in Coventry. He said 
the designers there had considered that 
they had to bring machinery into the pro- 
duction of houses. With regard to foun- 
dations, it was only at the four corners 
that the house touched the earth; there it 
rested on four columns. As to the enclo- 
sure of space, the designers had felt they 
must have freedom of planning; they 
must not be restricted by supporting 
walls, and so on. Another point was 
speed in construction. With regard to 
walling, they had tried to think what 
were the functions of the wall, and they 


did not believe that brick could do all, 


the jobs satisfactorily. One of those jobs 
was load bearing, a second weather- 
resistance, a third insulation, and a fourth 
decoration. For load-bearing in the 
Coveniry house they had a steel frame. 
External planning had. been approached 
from the psychological angle. People 
liked a solid wall, so concrete blocks were 
used up io the height of the ground-floor 
window heads. Above that, reeded asbes- 
tos slavs 3ft. by 9ft. 6in. by $in. thick 
were used. Internal wall facings were 
applied in the factory, such facings vary- 
ing according to what was suitable for 
kitchen, sitting-room, bathroom, etc. The 
steel windows should not require paint- 
ing; they could be anodysed. They were 
sash windows running on mohair. As to 
roof covering, a thin foil of metal was 
applied to an insulating board. Zinc had 
been tried for this and copper would be. 
The roof was in one piece from ridge to 
eaves. Many experiments had been made 
with floors. In one of them a steel floor 
tray, 3ft. square, was used, filled with 
cork or other block. Another type was a 
concrete slab 3ft. by 1ft. The reinforce- 
ment was galvanised and showed under- 
neath. Cork or other finish could be 
applied to the blocks. A third type of 
flooring was of plywood on a light frame, 
and here again there could be any type 
of finish. To-achieve success in prefabri- 
cation it was necessary for the architect 
to collaborate with the engineer, it was no 
use his trying to design metal sections; 
these were things he knew nothing about 
while engineers had been working on them 
for many ‘years. Trade unions should be 
in favour of prefabrication. By traditional 
methods the building worker had to be 
out of doors in all weathers, and lost time 
when work could not go on; but with 
prefabrication he could work in an air. 
conditioned factory, had a guaranteed 
week, could work 52 weeks a year, and 
had canteen and recreational facilities. 
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QUESTION TIME. 

A number of questions were put from 
the audience. 

In reply to some of these Mr. Morris 
said he had tried to give large windows 
in the Jiving-rooms. An attempt had been 
made to introduce double glazing, 1.e., 
two sheets of glass with a space be- 
tween. This allowed air and light to come 
into the room while reducing the radiation 
of heat from the room and preventing 
draughts. 

The Chairman said he had seen a similar 


thing in America, and there it was claimei| . 


that a saving could be made by this 
means of 40 per cent. of coal used. 

Among other questions raised was that 
of cost. 

Mr. Morris said the house designed fo: 
Coventry would not cost more than an 
equally good house in bricks and mortar 
With production on a large scale it would 
be lower in cost besides giving better 
facilities. 

In reply to other questions he said the 
concrete blocks used in the lower part of 
the house were not structural. The floo: 
did not join them; it was joined to the 
frame. As to insulation from noise, it had 
not been possible to effect this more than 
with the traditional house. 

The .space underneath the house came 
in for criticism on the score that it might 
become the home of rats. 

Mr. Mock said that in America most pre- 
fabricated houses would have to be built 
largely off the ground, so you always had 
the problem of the open space underneath 
the house. Designers of prefabricated 
housés there, trying to make their work 
look like the traditional house, had built 
a little skirting to connect the ground floor 
with the ground. He did not. think the 
true expression for the prefabricated house 
had been found. 

In reply to a question, he said pre- 
fabrication of entire houses was a purely 
emergency measure in America, even more 
so than the prefabrication of units. The 
houses which the T.V.A. had developed 
for camps and engineering sites were 
definitely for temporary use, as were also 
the ones used in connection with war 
housing. He believed future developments 
would have to be based more on the unit 
system : the majority of American efforts 
were tending in that direction. Units 
were of different sizes, but the one most 
widely used was 4 ft. by 8 ft. This gave 
a ceiling height of eight feet. It might be 
too large for flexibility. One American 
corporation produced a panel 3 ft..4 in. by 
3 ft. 6 in., and this could be used either 
vertically or horizontally, as wall, floor or 
ceiling. Eventually the separation of the 
structural frame and the wall unit would 
bring about a greater flexibility. 

In reply to other questions, Mr. Mock 
said the stressed skin panel made such a 
saving in material that with half the wood 
you could build a house even stronger than 
the traditional one. He thought vibrated 
concrete had great possibilities. It would 


-have to be investigated as a wall material. 


The prefabricated house in America was an 
emergency house, and such matters as 
sound insulation were of only secondary 
importance. As far as cost of maintenance 
was concerned, he would not say there was 
any great difference between prefabricated 
and hand-made houses. 

Mr. Morris was asked how he overcame 
the difficulty of joints between panels. 

He replied that for floors the panels were 
grooved, fitted together and jointed with 
dowels. There should be no gap. In the 
case of partitions the joints were accen- 
tuated by means of a V joint so as to add 
to the appearance of the room. 
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THE BUILDER 


L.M.B.A. HALF-YEARLY MEETING 


MINISTER OF HEALTH’S TRIBUTE TO 
BUILDERS. 

Tue Minister of Health, the Rt. Hon. 
H. U. Willink, K.C., M.C., M.P., was 
the guest of honour at a luncheon pre- 
ceding the half-yearly meeting of the 
London Master Builders’ Association 
at the Dorchester Hotel on Thursday, 
July 27. Mr. H. C. Harland, President 
of the Association, was in the chair. 

Welcoming Mr. Willink, Mr. Hartanp 
said :— 

‘‘ The Minister of Health is no stranger 
in our midst, but this is the first time we 
have had an opportunity of having Mr. 
Willink with us. I have great hopes of 
Mr. Willink, for whose character and 
gifts we all have the highest regard; when 
he has been at the Ministry a little longer, 
and knows us better, he will, I believe, be 
a first-class Minister, and we are out to 
help him in every way. 

‘“We do not always see eye to eye 
either with the Minister of Health or his 
Ministry. As a matter of fact, we do not 
always see eye to eye with any of the 
Ministries with which war-time conditions 
bring us into touch. As Ministries go, 
the Ministry of Health is one with more 
than a war-time record, and that is say- 
ing a great deal. That record is one of 
co-operation with our industry and one 
of achievement rather than of committees 
and words, of White Papers and Reports, 
of which there has been a tremendous 
spate. The Ministry of Health has a 
record which we all look to Mr. Willink 
to maintain and continue. He has recently 
given us an indication of the encourage- 
ment he is to give to private enterprise, 
which was responsible between the two 
great wars for the building of three out 


of every four of the houses built in this 
country. It is through private enterprise, 
and every known organisation connected 
with such private enterprise, that the 
great arrears of housing will be overtaken 
in the post-war period. 

“Mr. Willink said recently in the 
House of Commons that he hoped the 
building industry would be able to pro- 
duce 300,000 houses in the first two years 
after the war, and there was serious criti- 
cism of his low estimate. I would like to 
say that, while it would appear to many 
a very conservative estimate, I agree that 
it represents the probable capacity of the 
building industry. 

‘After the war, with the great problem 
of housing facing him, Mr. Willink must 
be one of the most important men in the 
Cabinet. The Minister of Reconstruction 
will have finished his labours, and, if 
rumour is to be trusted, will be viewing 
the results from an airy pinnacle far 
removed from Whitehall. 

“‘The Ministry of Works will, shortly 
after the war we all hope, have crossed 
that far west bourne from which there is 
no return. We all know the Office of 
Works as it existed pre-war, and look 
for the Ministry of Works to have this 
same more lowly but very honourable title. 

““The Ministry of Town and Country 
Planning, exhausted by its efforts to 
understand the Scott, Barlow and Uth- 
watt Reports, will gradually have faded 
out and its powers will have been trans- 
ferred to the Ministry of Health, the 
Department ably responsible for all such 
matters in the pre-war era. 

‘‘Tf my forecast is correct, there will 
remain as the one Ministry intimately 
connected with building the great Min- 
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istry of Health, the Ministry with the 
knowledge and experience that are vital 
to the speedy and efficient building of 
houses; the Ministry with the record of 
success blossoming out of earlier failures 
between the last war and this; the 
Ministry which is trusted and consulted 
by local authorities, and from which we 
as builders know we have least to fear 
and most to look for. 

‘**T say nothing about the recent indis- 
cretion of the Ministry of Health on the 
preparation of housing sites, which Mr. 
Willink, I think, would like to be allowed 
to forget. It is our earnest hope that 
when the time comes for work in connec- 
tion with his housing proposals he will 
drop his original plans and start afresh 
with a programme in which the whole 
industry can economically co-operate. 

‘“* Let me offer Mr. Willink a personal 
word of warning lest the fate which befel 
his predecessor should eventually overtake 
him. There are real sources of information 
and friendly help available for Mr. 
Willink, iad if he comes to us, instead 
of accepting, as did his predecessor, the 
very unpractical advice which is, alas, 
often prcffered by others, he will go 
from strength to strength. But that de- 
pends upon Mr. Willink! ”’ 

The Mrntster or Heatru, in reply, said 
he hoped to be able to maintain the atmo- 
sphere of co-operation which existed be- 
tween the Ministry and the Association. 
The scheme for conserving existing hous- 
ing accommodation, he proceeded, was 
initiated in September last, and developed 
further in January of this year. Under 
that scheme power was delegated to local 
authorities to requisition and, if necessary, 
repair and adapt houses for occupation by 
families badly in need of better dwellings. 
In addition, local authorities were en- 
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couraged to repair war damage or to con- 
vert houses into flats or to finish uncom- 
pleted buildings, provided the cost did not 
exceed the specified figure—originally £250 
per house or £200 per flat or dwelling, 
and in January raised to double those 
figures. In order to give similar facilities 
to private owners who wish to carry out 
their own work, local authorities were 
authorised to issue certificates of essen- 
tiality to guide the Ministry of Works and 
the Timber Control] in the issue of building 
licences and the release of materials. By 
the end of May last local authorities had 
framed programmes covering 228,050 
houses, and had issued certificates of 
essentiality to cover work by private 
owners on 43,029 houses. Work had been 
completed by local authorities and private 
owners on 109,818 houses, which included 
the conversion and adaptation of 644 build- 
ings to flats, etc., and the completion of 
80 unfinished houses. 

On the question of post-war housing, 
Mr. Willink said that he was glad that 
he had already been able to announce in 
Parliament that the Government had 
accepted in principle the recommendations 
on private enterprise building, and legisla- 
tion would be introduced as soon as 
possible. Advice by the Dudley Sub-Com- 
mittee would be embodied in a Manual 
which was now being prepared with the 
collaboration of the Minister of Works. 

The Minister suggested that in the lay- 
out of estates there had often been more 
than a degree of monotony and lack of 
consideration of w#sthetic aspects, and it 
would be possible to effect an improvement. 

On temporary accommodation, Mr. 
Willink said ; ‘‘ The Government came to 
the conclusion that there was no other 
way. Reluctant as many of us are to 
incur the uneconomic expense of temporary 
building, we are bound to agree that it 
would not be possible to provide per- 
manent homes for the large number of 
families which would want them, during 
the period in which they would expect to 
find separate homes.”’ 

He was glad that the Chairman agreed 
with the view that 300,000 permanent 
houses in the first two years after the 
European war represented a _ reasonable 
estimate of the capacity of the building 
industry in the conditions which would 
then obtain. When critics put forward 
bigger estimates, he felt like saying, 
“* Please give me your reasons for thinking 
that a larger figure is possible.’’ 

Referring to the repair of flying bomb 
damage, the Minister said we all appre- 
ciated the reinforcement of labour from the 
Provinces, “‘ but the core and the mainstay 
must be London men—your men under 
your leadership—who are working seven 
days a week. London is indeed grateful. 
We are fighting against killers and 
destroyers. And it is you, the Master 
Builders of London, who are answering 
that challenge with vigour and inspiration. 
Let me assure-you that I will give you all 
the co-operation in my power.” 

Mr. W. E. Rice proposed a vote of 
thanks to the Minister. 

Among the guests were the following : George 
Hicks. M.P.. Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry 
of Works; Sir Hugh Beaver, Director-General, 
Ministry of Works: J. G. Gray, J.P.. President. 
N.F.B.T.E.; Alan W. Davson; J, H. Forshaw; 
Vv. T. Sulston; Major-General K. C. Appleyard; 
E. J. Rimmer; A. F. B._Anderson; G. B. R. 
Pimm; Major-General Sir Evan Gibb; C. C. W. 
Goodale; C. D. Spragg; S. P. Viant; L. Silkin; 
E. H. Keeling; 8. Pointon Taylor; .H. Simon; 
S. F. S. Hearder; Sir John Wrigley; F. C. 
Orchard: T. P. Bennett; Michael Waterhouse; 
Sydney Tatchell; Sylvester L. Sullivan; Stanley 


C. Ramsey; W. H. Ansell; R. H. Macartney; 
Sir Stephen Tallents; Thomas S._ Tait; 
; Francis 


McCowan Hill; Wm. Gi ; B. 
TT. Fife Clarke; G. A. Robertson; R. L. Mason: 
G. H. A. Hughes; Michael Reed; Lieut.-General 
Sir John Brown; Maior-General K. G. Buchanan; 
Sir Frederick Leggett. 
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[RURAL HOUSING 


SIR ARTHUR HOBHOUSE’S ADDRESS 
TO HOUSING CENTRE. 


At a meeting of the Housing Centre, held 
recently at 13, Suffolk-street, London, 
8.W.1, Sir Arthur Hobhouse (Chairman, 
Rural Housing Sub-Committee of the Cen- 
tral Housing Advisory Committee) sum- 
marised the report which his sub-committee 
has recently issued. Mr. Ambrose Appelbe 
presided. 

Tue Lecturer said his report dealt with 
rural housing, and in particular under the 
rural district councils, but it contained 
many things which applied equally to hous- 
ing under some other authorities. It did 
not deal with design, but he believed there 
would shortly be a report on this from 
another sub-committee. The sub-com- 
mittee of which he was chairman had tried 
to review the whole subject of rural hous- 
ing, especially in relation to the changes 
caused by the war, and in its report en- 
deavoured to show the present situation in 
rural areas, assessing the performance of 
the different authorities responsible and 
suggesting means to overcome short- 
comings. 

The sub-committee had arrived at certain 
main conclusions: one of these was that 
there was great inequality both in the 
standard of existing housing and in the 
supply in the different areas of England 
and Wales. A second main conclusion was 
that there was need of administrative 
measures to provide combined action be- 
tween different authorities. A third was 
that at the earliest possible date a com- 
plete survey and classification of existing 
housing should be undertaken, and a 
fourth that new legislation would be re- 
quired on financial matters. 

Among other matters the sub-committee 
had dealt with the question of rent re- 
striction and the variety of rents charged 
for similar accommodation in the same 
village. Differences here were even greater 
than in urban districts. It suggested 
a grading of rents according to accommo- 
dation and services provided. The rural 
householder should have the same benefits 
of modern services as existed in urban 
areas. 

The authorities concerned with rural 
housing were, first, the Ministry of Health, 
and this Department appreciated the diffi- 
culties of rural life to a far greater extent 
than any other, but it should do more to 
stimulate local authorities. It should adopt 
modern methods of publicity. Its officials 
going out inspecting should have closer con- 
tact with local authorities concerned, .so 
that when they came to sanction plans 
they would know what were the real diffi- 

culties and objections of those local authori- 
ties. The second authority with some re- 
sponsibility for housing was the county 
council. Jn some cases county councils 
had been active; for example, in North- 
amptonshire a survey of the county had 
been carried out; but in general they did 
not operate their powers to the full. They 
had a definite duty to pay constant regard 
to rural housing, and power to assist finan- 
cially not only water and sewage schemes, 
but housing also. Under the Recondition- 
ing Act they were the main authorities for 
giving financial assistance. They should be 
more active and co-operate more with the 
rural district councils. 

The rural district councils carried out 
housing in the country. There was an 
immense variation in size, population and 
financial resources of rural _ districts. 
Taking the extreme figures, population 
varied from 1,200 to 80,000, acreage from 
2,000 to 280,000, and the produce of a 
penny rate from £17 to £1,500. If there 
were not enough houges to _ provide 
working-class accommodation, it was the 
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definite duty of the rural district council 
to provide them. Some had kept the 
standard of existing houses under constant 
observation, and through their officers exer. 
cised their powers of serving notices in re. 
spect of repairs and demolition to the full; 
but others had fallen short. With a view 
to getting a close combination of all the 
authorities responsible for rural housing, 
the report suggested that after the war 
there should be set up in each county a 
joint housing committee with representa- 
tives of the rural districts and the county 
council, and these committees should lay 
down the general policy for the county, 
The main point was to get a wider area 
for housing than that of one rural district, 
and it was to be hoped that by appoint- 
ing these joint committees a minimum 
standard of fitness, accommodation and 
amenities would be adopted. There must 
be local variations, because of differences 
of local conditions and traditions, but there 
should be a general standard for such 
matters as floor space, ventilation, absence 
of damp, and the existence of those ser- 
vices which in towns were regarded as 
necessities. The same committee should 
see there was sufficient housing provided 
throughout the county area. 

A main proposal of the report was that 
there should be a post-war survey of all 
housing in rural England. Within twelve 
months of the cessation of the European 
war each district council should carry out 
a survey of all houses, classifying them on 
the basis of the action needed; and local 
influence or local apathy should not be 
allowed to hinder the clearing away of 
unfit or unhealthy dwellings. Such a 
survey, if achieved within a reasonable 
time, should go far to raise the standard of 
housing. 

The sub-committee had spent a con- 
siderabla time discussing what the rent 
of the rural cottage should be; on this 
would depend the amount of subsidy. 
Assuming higher building costs, and taking 
account of the great increase in rural 
wages, a rent was suggested of 7s. or §. 
a week, plus 2s, 6d. or 3s. rates. The sub- 
committee recommended that an architect 
—‘‘the right type of architect ’’—should 
be employed in new building by local 
authorities. 


Discussion. 

A discussion followed, chiefly on the 
social and political aspects of the problem, 
but a point of technical interest was raised 
by the Chairman. He had acquired for 
£25 a cottage built about the time of the 
Armada; its walls were of oak and plaster, 
its roof of thatch. The price was esl 
it had been condemned for demolition, 
the grounds for this being that its ceilings 
were too low, that it was damp, had no 
dampcourse, and that its roof was in dis- 
repair. It was a fact there was no damp- 
course, but there were footings of flints 
and an oak beam on which the walls 
rested. Previous occupants had piled up 
the earth above this beam and against 
the walls of the cottage, but this earth 
being removed and the thatch repaired, 
the cottage was no longer damp. He had 
made another door and put in electricity. 
In Sussex such a cottage would be a show 
piece worth £800; but as things stood it 
was only allowed to remain because of an 
order postponing its demolition. 

Mr. J. J. McIntyre (Secretary, Associa- 
tion of Rural District Councils) said the 
complaint against rural district councils 
was generally that they did not make 
demolition orders. If an owner was 
aggrieved by such an order, his remedy lay 
with the County Court, which usually 
leaned very much, in his favour. The 
representation leading to the demolition 
order was made to the council by its sani- 
tary inspector or medical officer of health. 
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EDUCATIONAL BUILDINGS 
IN LONDON 


L.C.C."S SCHEME FOR ‘“ COMPREHEN- 
SIVE HIGH SCHOOLS.” 


Tue Education Department of the 
London County Council have recom- 
mended that, in the preparation of the 
post-primary part of the Council’s De- 
velopment Plan for education in Loncon, 
the following principles be observed :— 

(i) That the plan should aim at estab- 
lishing a system of Comprehensive High 
Schools throughout the Administrative 
County of London, providing for all 
pupils equal opportunity for physical, 
intellectual, social and spiritual develop- 
ment, which, whilst taking advantage of 
the practical interests of the pupils, should 
make the full development of personality 
the first objective ; 

(ii) That in a reformed system there is 
no place for the senior or modern school 
differentiated from other types, for such 
a school would have an inferior status in 
the eyes of parents because it would in 
practice provide solely for those who fail 
to secure admission elsewhere ; 

(iii) That in the rebuilding and rede- 
velopment of devastated and other areas, 
sites sufficiently large to accommodate a 
complete cross-section of the surrounding 
post-primary population in one compre- 
hensive unit should be secured ; ; 

(iv) That while new. buildings are being 
erected, existing post-primary school units 
in an area should be grouped so as to form 
a single comprehensive high school unit, 
sharing their premises, equipment and 
amenities, and sharing also in common as 
many activities as possible. 


IN PARLIAMENT 


Housing Sites. 

VISCOUNT SUIRDALE asked the Minister 
of Health why, in view of the fact that 
many of the groups formed under circu- 
lar 14/44 consisted of over six local 
authorities, that each local authority had 
to prepare its own specification and that 
the sites within the groups were often 
scattered, it had been decided that it 
was more economical for these sites to 
be prepared by firms who could work on 
a large scale. 

Mr. WILLINK said that one of the advan- 
tages of this scheme was that it made it 
unnecessary for each member of a group 
to prepare a separate specification. The 
question was therefore in part based on a 
misapprehension, but the Government 
remained of the opinion that this method 
was the most economical both in money 
and in labour. 


Rural Housing Progress. 

Mr. GRANVILLE asked the Minister of 
Health what progress had now been made 
in the building programme of 3,000 rural 
houses initiated by his predecessor. 

Mr. WILLINK said that up to June 30 
about 84 per cent. of the building work 
had been done. Of the 2,838 houses which 
in fact were being provided under the 
programme, 1,757 were finished and 
another 831 were roofed-in or at a later 


stage. 


National Camps Corporation. 

In reply to Mr. Murr, MR. WILLINK 
said that under the Articles of Associa- 
tion the National Camps Corporation, 
which was set up under the Camps Act, 
1939, was managed by a Council, the 
membership of which was subject to his 
approval. The present members were: 


Lord Portal, D.S.0., M.V.O. (chairman) ; 
Prof. Patrick Abercrombie, F.R.I.B.A.; 
Sir Samuel Gurney-Dixon, 
George 


JB" Me. 


Hicks, M.P.; Sir Edward 
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Howarth, K.B.E., C.B.; Dame Florence 
Simpson, D.B.E.; Mr. Percy Thomas, 
O.B.E., P.P.R.I.B.A. 

The members were unpaid apart from 
Sir Edward Howarth, who received a 
salary of £2,200 per annum as managing 
director. The cost of the central organisa- 
tion of the Corporation was approximately 
£7,700 for the year ended March 31, 1943, 
which represented just over 3d. in the £ 
on the total sum dealt with in the period. 
31 camps had been erected; one of these 
was occupied by an evacuated orphanage, 
the others, with one exception, were occu- 
pied by Local Education Authorities of 
vulnerable areas for occupation by school 
children together with the necessary 
teachers and staff; under the Act the Cor- 
poration was a company not trading for 
profit. The Act required that an annual 
report of the Corporation should be sub- 
mitted to him and that copies of the re- 
port should be laid before Parliament. 
The last report (for the year ended March 
31, 1943) was presented to the House on 
November 10, 1943. 


Temporary Housing. 

In reply to Mr. HENDERSON STEWART, 
Mr. WILLINK said that the Central Hous- 
ing Advisory Committee had not yet made 
a final report on temporary housing. 

Mr. SHEPHARD asked the Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Ministry of Works when 
the nine pairs of demonstration houses 
being erected by his department would 
be ready for inspection. 

Mr. Hicks said that these houses had 
been timed to be available for inspection 
at the beginning of August, and they 
were already largely completed. As, 
however, it had been necessary to re- 
move the labour from this work to deal 
with urgent war damage repairs, he re- 
gretted he was unable now to say when 
po houses would be available for inspec- 
ion. 

Private Streets. 


Mr. H. Lawson asked the Minister of 
Health if he was aware of the unsatisfac- 
tory nature of the law relating to the 
making up of private streets; and if he 
would consider the introduction of new 
legislation on this subject before large- 
scale development of new housing estates 
took place. 

MR. WILLINK said that at the outbreak 
of war proposals for amendment of the 
law in question were under consideration 
by a committee’ under the late Lord 
Amulree, which had been set up by the 
then Minister of Transport to deal with 
the law relating to highways generally. 
That committee had since been in abey- 
ance, but the point raised in the second 
| dig the question was being borne in 
mind. 
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Durham Cathedral Site. 

Mr. Ritson asked the Minister of Town 
and Country Planning if he could give 
the distance of the site of the suggested 
electric power-station in Kepier Woods, 
Durham, from the site of the Durham 
Cathedral. 

Mr. W. 8S. Morrison said he under- 
stood that the distance was about three- 
quarters of a mile. 


Houses per Acre. 

Mr. Rostron DuckwortH asked the 
Minister of Town and Country Planning 
whether he had yet reached any decision 
with regard to the permitted number of 
houses per acre in reconstructed bombed 
areas. 

Mr. W. S. Morrison said he had not. 
The decision on this matter would de- 
pend on the circumstances of the par- 
ticular area. 


R.1.B.A. 


NOTES FROM COUNCIL MINUTES. 
FOLLOWING are notes from the minutes 


of the R.I.B.A. Council meeting of 
July 4 :— 
Income Tax on Subscriptions and 


Retention Fees.—On the recommenda- 
tion of the Salaried Members’ Committee 
the Chartered Surveyors’ Institution are 
to be invited to join the R.I.B.A. in sub- 
mitting a considered case to the Board of 
Inland Revenue with the object of secur- 
ing a rebate on the payment of all salaried 
members’ subscriptions and registration 
retention fees, a concession which has 
hitherto been granted only to private 
practitioners. 


Relationship Between Men’s and 
Women’s Salaries.—The Council ap- 
proved a recommendation from the 


Salaried Members’ Committee that repre- 
sentations should be made against the 
present practice of subjecting the salaries 
of women architects in Government ser- 
vice to a 20 per cent. cut grade for grade. 
The attention of the Treasury is accord- 
ingly to be directed to the fact that Clause 
7 of the Notes appended to the Institute’s 
Scale of Annual Salaries for Architects 
stipulates that the scale should apply irre- 
spective of sex provided that the duties, 
responsibilities and services rendered are 
identical, and that the Institute strongly 
support the principle of equal pay for 
equal work. 


Examination Dates. 
Fotiow1nc are the dates of the forth- 
coming R.I.B.A. Examinations :— 


INTERMEDIATE EXAMINATION. 

November 10, 11, 13, 14 and 16, 1944. 
(Last day for receiving applications : 
September 30, 1944.) 

May 25, 26, 28, 29 and 31, 1945. (Last 
day applications : March 28, 1945.) 

November 9, 10, 12, 13 and 15, 1945: 
(Last day applications: September 29, 
1945.) 

Frinat ExaMINatION. 

December 6, 7, 8, 9, 11, 12 and 14, 1944. 
(Last day applications : October 30, 1944.) 

July 4, 5, 6, 7, 9, 10 and 12, 19465. 
(Last day applications : May 28, 1945.) 

December 5, 6, 7, 8, 10, 11 and 13, 1945. 
(Last day applications : October 27, 1945.) 


Spectra, Frnat EXAMINATION. 
December 6, 7, 8, 9, 11, 12 and 13, 1944. 
(Last day applications : October 30, 1944.) 
July 4, 5, 6, 7, 9, 10 and 11, 1945. (Last 
day applications : May 28, 1945.) 
December 5, 6, 7, 8, 10, 11 and 12, 1945. 
(Last day applications : October 27, 1945.) 


EXAMINATION FOR BumpInG SURVEYORS. 


May 2, 3 and 4, 1945. (Last day appli- 
cations : March 20, 1945.) 
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LEAD IN BUILDING 


SOME NOTES ON AVAILABILITY. 


THe Lead Industries Development 
Council state that the following are the 
present arrangements regarding the release 
of-lead to produce lead sheet and pipe as 
authorised by the Ministry of Supply, 
Non-Ferrous Metals Control. 

Lead will be released for the manufac- 
ture of sheet lead in a substance not ex- 
ceeding 4]b. per sq. ft. for new work 
as follows :— 

(a) For combined D.P.C.s and aprons 
on cavity walls of buildings of a per- 
manent character ; 

(b) (i) Chimney gutters (but not on 
felted roofs) ; 

(ii) Lead slates as weatherings to 
vertical pipes passing through roofs 
covered with slates, tiles, corrugated 
steel or asbestos cement ; 

(iii) Ventilator cowls and ducting 
exits, within restrictions for lead 
slates but only for the gutter where the 
ducts are square section, and only for 
the upper half circumference where the 
ducts are circular section ; 

(iv) Flashings to roofs of irregular 
contours, e.g., pantiles or corrugated 
asbestos cement sheeting. 

A limited quantity of lead is now being 
made available for the manufacture of 
sheet lead of a substance not exceeding 
4lb. per sq. ft. for any repair to exist- 
ing leadwork provided that the quantity 
is used on the basis of 281b. per repair. 
Inquiries should be made to usual sup- 
pliers concerning the availability of such 
sheet lead. 

Lead will also be released for the manu- 
facture of lead pipe in new building work 
for :— 

(a) Cold-water pipe in cases where 
the main water supply is laid under- 
ground and provided that the Control is 
satisfied that the weight and length of 
pipe applied for is reasonable for the 
work concerned ; 

(b) Hot-water pipe, where it is proved 
to the satisfaction of the Non-ferrous 
Metals Control that the character of 
the water supplied is such that galvan- 
ised tube is impracticable. 

For repair work the arrangements re- 
garding lead pipe are as follow :— 

Repairs to water and gas pipes are per- 
missible in a ratio of a minimum of 50 
repairs to 5 cwt. of pipe (in proportion if 
a smaller quantity is required), except 
that a repair to a pressure supply pipe of 
12 lb. per yard and over, or a soil and/or 
a waste pipe of 2in. diameter and over 
may be regarded as two repairs in com- 
puting the ratio of 50 repairs to 5 cwt. 

Local authorities, water and gas de- 
partments or undertakings and railway 
companies are permitted by the Control 
to carry stocks of pipe for executing 
repairs on the above basis. 

Apart from lead sheet and pipe, ‘‘H 
section window lead: may be used for 
repairs only, not more than 15 ft. run per 
5 sq. ft. of glazing in a light may be 
used for each repair. 

Sheet lead for X-ray protection, i.e., for 
screening doors and frames of windows 
and doors may be used in a substance 
determined by the degree of protection 
required, subject to the approval of the 
Non-Ferrous Metals Control. 


In shipbuilding the use of both sheet 


lead and lead pipe is permissible for new 
work and repairs. 

For chemical processes, plant and equip- 
ment, sheet lead and lead pipe may also 
be used for new and repair work. The 
substance of the sheet lead to be in ac- 
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cordance with War Emergency Recom- 
mendation to B.S,8. 334, 1934. 

The latest details concerning the per- 
mitted uses of sheet lead and lead pipe 
can always be obtained by consulting 
usual suppliers, or reference can be made 
to E.M.1 (Revised) issued by the Ministry 
of Works. The information is also incor- 
porated in the ‘‘M.o.W. Standard of 
War-time Building,” a revised edition of 
which is now in course of publication. 


LENINGRAD SCHOOL OF 
ARCHITECTURE 


LenincraD Institute of Civil Engineer- 
ing and Building is the oldest college of 
architecture in the Soviet Union. In pre- 
war days graduates of this college de- 
signed and built Moscow underground 
railway, ‘‘ Industry House,’’ Kharkov, the 
magnificent buildings on the Neva Em- 
bankment, in Leningrad, and the towns of 
Magnitogorsk and Dneproges. When war 
broke out, the Faculty and Students of the 
Institute set about the construction of 
anti-tank ditches, pillboxes and 
‘bunkers’ in the streets of Leningrad, 
and of gun and machine-gun emplacements 
in dwelling-houses. Even now, in June, 
1944, the Institute can be entered only by 
a side door, as the main entrance is still 
blocked by a strong barricade of iron pipes 
built by the civil engineers themselves. 

The main part of the Institute was 
evacuated to Eastern Siberia, but the few 
who remained in Leningrad worked won- 
ders. Throughout the long siege the labo- 
ratories of the Institute fulfilled all the 
orders of the Army Command, and at the 
same time made countless tests for muni- 
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tion factories. Sometimes, especially when 
the fighting was at its heaviest, the 
results obtained in the laboratories were 
immediately communicated to the factories 
or to the front line by telephone. Profes- 
sors Ivanov, Silnitsky, Fomin, Sokolovsky 
and others were repeatedly called on for 
consultation on urgent questions. Pro- 
fessor Sokolovsky was always called in as 
an expert when buttaings damaged by the 
Germans were being examined. Sokolov- 
sky, an elderly man, with his felt hat 
pulled down over his eyes, would walk 
slowly round the wing of a building that 
had been damaged by a German bomb, 
then enter the building and inspect any 
parts that had escaped damage. When he 
said, in his quiet voice, ‘‘ Pull it down,” 
the building was pulled down, for the 
professor’s authority was unimpeachable. 
When, however, he could say: ‘The 
house will stand,” every wrinkle in his 
aged face would be smoothed out, and 
there and then he would sit on a window- 
sill, draw a rough sketch of what was to 
be done, and jerk out a number of instruc- 
tions which the builders would immedi- 
ately put into operation to save the life 
of the building. Professor Sokolovsky is 
eighty years of age and has taught in the 
Institute for 55 years. 

To-day the Institute is very busy, help- 
ing in the restoration of the city. A series 
of lectures was arranged recently to give 
extensive training to building technicians 
of varying degrees of skill. At the time 
of writing the managers of Leningrad’s 
blocks of flats are undergoing a course of 
instruction at the Institute. These, how- 
ever, are not the main things. Several 
bombs fell in the Institute and a number 
of shells hit the building. But the central- 
heating apparatus is in working order, the 
roof has been repaired, and all laboratories 
and studios with their valuable machines 
and instruments were saved, together with 
the valuable collection of printed and 
manuscript works. This collection includes 
original designs by famous architects such 
as Rossi, Monferrant, Gonzago and others. 

A year ago, when conditions in Lenin- 
grad were still bad, the Institute organ- 
ised the enrolment of new students. At 
the same time a number of senior 
students who had interrupted their train- 
ing also returned to work. 

Ivan BorDARENKO. 


OFFICIAL NOTIFICATIONS 


Iron and Steel Price Schedules. 

The Ministry of Supply announce the 
issue by the Iron and Steel Control of 
summaries of the following price 
schedules: Alloy steel, stainless steel, 
bright carbon steel bars and flats, bright 
mild steel wire (in straight lengths), wire 
products (wire netting and second-hand 
barbed wire). The full schedules can 
be inspected at the Control offices. Copies 
of the summaries can be obtained from 
the Control, M.O.S., Adelphi, W.C.2, on 
application. 


M.O.W. Publications: Errata. 

The Ministry of Works issues the fol- 
lowing errata :— 

War-time Timber Economy No. 5. On 
pages 1 and 13 the address of the British 
Plastics Federation is incorrectly given. 
Delete 11, Pal! Mall, 8.W.1,. and insert 
47-48, Piccadilly, W.1. On page 7 the 
address of Acrow (Engineers), Ltcd., 
should be deleted, and the following 
address substituted : 33, Catherine-place, 
S8.W.1. (Telephone, Victoria 0693.) 

Tron, Steel and Timber for the Equip- 
ment of Industrial Canteens. On page 2 
of MOW/56/44, delete the address given 
for the Timber Control (1-6, ‘Tavistock- 
square, Tendon, W.C.1) and substitute 
(the appropriate Area Officer). 
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RATES OF WAGES. IN THE BUILDING TRADE 


AS AND FROM 8th APRIL, 


1944 


ible for errors) 





(Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy, but we cannot be r 
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e@ 1 Plus 2d. per working day. 


¢ Plasterers 2/1}. 
§ Joiners, Plumbers, Bricklayers, Tilers and Masons receive 2/- per week or 4d. per day Tool Money. 
Nore.—Carpenters, Joiners and Plumbers in all Towns and Districts (other than Birkenhead and Liverpool) receive 2d. per day Tool Allowances. 


{ Tradesmen’s Labourers, 1/73. Navvies and General Labourers, 1/¢3 e 


oncraft processes is 1/6} per hour after the conclusion 
is first month 1/0} per bows second month 
n on craft processes, 1/3 per hour. 


ut the country the Lae rate of wages for women engaged 
iod of three months. D the probationary period the rate of 

and thi ird month iat per hour. For all women carrying out work other t 
For Building Trade Wages in Scotland, see page 99) 


WOMEN’S pe —In all districts throu; 
of a probationary 
1/24 per hour, 
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PRICES CURRENT OF MATERIALS’ 


NOTE.—These prices apply to large quantities of materials at works at London stations, or site, in London area as stated. Prices 


for smaller quantities ex merchant’s warehouse will of course be higher. Owing to the exceptional circumstances which prevail at 
the present time, prices of materials should be confirmed by inquiry. The prices of soft woods are for cash on delivery. 


ceensienell rs 
416 0 
49 0 
316 0 
310 0 


Stocks 3 0 6 

All loaded free into lorry at the works. _The question 

of haulage is still very difficult and prices must be 

obtained from job to job. -In addition, there will be 

the Levy under the Bricks (Charges) Order, 1942, of 
3s. per 1,000, Site in 
London London 

Rated Area, North 








2 in. Phorp: Stations of Thames 
A discount of 64. 4,000 only dae sag Pert 
monthly accoun‘! 
68 4 
70 3 
88 3 
88 
88 3 
cis @ 
Best blue Pressed Staffs. (London Stns.» .. 1112 0 
Do. Bulinose (London Stns.) ........ 2: 2 © 
Blue Wire Cuts (London Stns.) .......... 10 9 6 
Best Stourbridge } ad rs (London Stns.) :-— ‘ 
s, d. 
ye 601.0. 0. Dilek brove0ses.- 2 3-3 
GLazep Bricks (London Stas.) Fe. 128% to Prices. 
Best White Ivory D’ble Str’tch'rs ....38 10 0 
and Salt Glazed Drbie Headers “.. 35 100 
Stretcher ....30 0 0 Oneside&twoends 39 10 0 
Headers........ 29 10 0 Two sides&one end 40 10 0 
Quoins, Bullnose lays and 
and 44in.Flats 36 10 0 OR) skicocw ae 38 00 
Second Quality, £2 per 1, less than best. Cream 


and buff, £2 extra over white. Other colours. Hard 

Glaze, £5 10s. extra over white. 

o> eget ON Bricks, 3/—- per 1,000 except Glazed 
Tic 


PARTITION SLABS. 
Delivered London Area. 
12 miles radius Chering Cross. 
HoLitow CLAY PARTITION BLOCKS. 
London Brick Company. 





Minimum Lorry Loads. Keyed. s. d. 
’ if on a sup. rf FUE. -- ve cccyeceeupesoves 2-3 
24" pes eS Ae 2 it 
3° » & 100 go + weecepe cet eepnceps 3 
Half biocks’ "add 2 2s. per yard super to above prices. 
=: yd. sup. 111 3° per yd. sup. 2 6 
247, wo Meveses 23 ae Bite 3 
CRANHAM "A. 
Beles S a pe 76 age 28 
Size 12x9 xy" » Page SS MSE owes” Sean 
Size 12x9x3" ,, cebies>owcwy 3 6 
Size 12x9x4”" ., 40 
HEMPSTEAD—KeEyYeD Two Si 
IT OF EZ isece 2. 8.42 9° 3 6 
vee tae Oe Se a. Ae 4 0 


Per yard super d/d. Free on site, London. 
uae 2d. for smooth one side, and 4d. for smooth 


both sides. 
STONE. 

Batu STONE.—Delivered in railway trucks at s. d. 

Westbourne Park, Paddington,G.W.R., or 

South Lambeth, G.W.R.. per ft. cube .... 
Beer STONE—RANDOM Biocx— 
Free on rail at Seaton Station per ft. cube 2 
Delivered free on rail Nine Elms, S.R. _ ,, 3 
Selected approximate size one way, Id. per 


~~ we 
w ww 
~ 


cubic extra, a 
three sizes or for special work, per 
cubic ft. extra. 


PORTLAND STONE— 
Brown oe 8 in random blocks of 20 ft. 
average, delivered in railway trucks at 
S. Rly., South Lambeth 
Station, G.W.R., and Westbourne Park, 
Paddington, G.W.R. .... per ft. cube 4 7 
Do. do. <efivesed on sont wagqons a stove ’ 


es iy STONE— 
R. Quarries, Wirksworth, Derbyshire, 
FiRntonl blocks from 10ft. and over P.ft.cb. 3 
31 


ater ey 


sides 

Sawn three or four sides..........-.++++ 
Biue—Robin Hood Quality. 
Delivered at any Goods Station, London. 
6 in. sawn two sides landings to sizes (under 

30 ft. super) .......-- --++ per ft. super 
6 in. rubbed two sides, ditto > 
3 in. sawn two sides slabs (ran- 


wo 


MDD weccécaccdcoce ms 


dom si 
2 in. to 23 in. sawn one side slabs 
ving) 


—— N AU 


2&2 


(: sizes) 
Ia io, to 2ia. Sy Secacsases 5 
Harp Yorx— 
Delivered at any Goods Station, London. 
random ft. cube 


M 
it 
wy 
5; 


sizes) ...... oocssecccens 
in. coevece 


3 
2 in, self-faced random flags... per ‘aii taie 


CAST STONE. 

Delivered in London area in full van | re. 

cube ; Plain, 7s, 6d. Moulded, 8s. 

Small section cills and copings, lls. 
SAND. 

Thames Ballast ...... 11s. 6d. per yd. 
Pit BMA coovc cece ° ,. 2 delivered 
Pit Sanll. 23.003 0dc00s 2s. Od. ,, » | 2-mi 
Washed Sand....... | eee radius 

2 in. Shingle ..... “~ Ste Padding- 

2 in. Broken Brick "See ton. 
Pan. Breeze. ...020¢ oe 10s, Od. ” » 

CEMENT. 

Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specifica- 
tion, delivered London area. ee 3 
6 ton loads and upwards site .... per ton 211 
BO 6 PO ONG oc catcs occ adianccces sexe 214 0 
Alongside Vauxhall in 80-ton lots ........ 4.8% 
“ Ferrocrete ” Rapid Hardening Cement— 
6 ton loads and upwards site ............ 217 0 
5606 COMB BED os cavcnasiss Gdscescesssse 300 
Alongside Vauxhall in 80-ton lots ........ 14 6 


“ Aquacrete ” Water Repellent, “ Blue Circle” 
cement, 30s. per ton on ordinary “ Blue 
Circle” prices. 

“ Colorcrete ”” Nos.1 and 2. Coloured rapid 
Hardening Portland Cement in 6 ton lots 
“ Colorcrete ” not rapid hardening, accord- 
to colour, from £7 to £15 10s. per ton. 

“ Snowcrete” White Portland Cement (in 
free paper bags) ......-. hs ole Dini 0 SE 7° 3: 

Under one ton .. percwt.0 13 2 

“417” Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) 
Delivered Site London Area in 6 tons lots 
and upw 
Plus packages at current prices. 

Super Cement (Waserpeont). bags extra. 4 1 0 

Nore.—Jute sacks cha t 35s. 6d. nett per ton 
(20 sacks) for quantities of or phe one ton. 

Less than one ton Is. 94d. nett each. 

Credit 1s. 6d. nett each when returned in good con- 

dition within two = ‘ * 

s. d. 


£ 
Roman Cement 8 10 0 ‘en 'sCement,White 70 0 
Parian Cement 7 0 0 Pink 6 10 0 
Cementone Colours for cement according to tints, per 
cwt. from £3 5s. Od. 


411 0 


311 0 


Pomme eeereerreesseresesere 


SLATES. 


First pony slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, 
carriage paid in full truck loads to London om: Station. 





Per 1,000 actual £ s. d. s. d. 
24by12 .... 45 5 0 18by10 .... 4 0 6 
22 by 12 .. 37 17 6 18by9 22 12 0 
22by ll .. 2 6 16 by 10 2110 6 
20 by 12 .. 0 0 16by8...... 1612 6 
20 by 10 .... 5 0 





tz a Alloy Rolicd 
ee! Section. 


3 Correct Trolley 
Clearance. 


& Anti-Rust Finish. 
5 Flat Running Treads 
For Long Life. 


mamas Top Sheds 
All Moisture. 


Lateral Movement 
For Easy Running. 


Tecalemit Pressure 
Lubrication. 


IF YOUR DOORS ARE FITTED WITH 


KING DOOR TRACK 


THEY ARE ALWAYS RUNNING IN 


TIP TOP GEAR 


IGEO.W.KING LTD 


HARTFORD WORKS HITCHIN HERTS 











pe) HITCHIN 960 (10 LINES) 





NE 











PLASTER. 
£s. d. 4 
Coarse, Pink.... 4 2 6 Sirapite, Coarse 4 ti 6 
White .. 2% : om Finish 4 19 6 


Pioneer ....... 5 
Auees plik: ia 4ens taste ont ones Leatamian. 
Best Ground Blue Grey StoneLine 3 1 0 
Lias 6 Chalk Lime .... 3 1 0 
cw. .. 3 15 0 
pa bingy 


pnt iy. coy 
Stourbridge F 5 hme in paper bags, £2 12s. 6d, 
6-ton lots at railway depot. 
TILES. 
Delivered at London rate stations in full truck loads 
of not less than 6 tons 


Best meine nets tiles from Broseley or 


Staffordshire district ...........0- ees. San 
Ditto oiieede GED nc cevseed coe SRD 9 
Ornamental ditto .........--.s oven, me 29 
Hip and valley tiles—Hand-made ...... 16 4 
© dozen) —Machine-made .... 15 7 
HARD WOOD. 

1 INCH AND UP THICK, 
Average price for prime quality ry cube, 
a € s. d. 
Dry English Wainscot Biliets .... 16 0 to 018 0 
Dry Slavonian Billet Wainscot .. 17 0 to 1 0 0 
Dry Cuba Mahogany logs ...... 10t 1 40 
Square-edged Honduras Mahogany ........ 0 16 6 
Log Cut Honduras Mahogany ........- oes OL 6 
American Figured Oak ......... busedecen 013 0 
American Plain Oak.......ccccccesscsccee 0 12 6 
SOR, TNE SME, acenicccacéicccccvcestore 013 0 
Jap, Plain Oak ....... cnadeogebieter cocoummun 6 
OEE odicgase vverdeacecesoss veovksQiee 15 6 
American Whitewood ........-sseeeeeeees 0 12 6 
African Whitewood .........2-eseeeeereees 080 
African Mahogany ......cccccessoccccece Olli 0 
Australian Walnut .......cccccccccccccecs 019 0 
AUER DUET ORE Beieccccccccevorssesd 02 & 
BOM ctldsidpeccevdveaved rcwt.5 0 C 
tN ep ay eae per gallon 1 2 ( 


MERCHANTABLE BRITISH COLUMBIAN PINE, 
um. . aoe 
Scantlings in imported sizes £ d. £ d. 








2in. by 3in.to4in. by 1lin. 47 0 0 58 * 0 
PLANED BOARDS. 
Prime CLEAR BRITISH COLUMBIAN Pine. 
Per standard. 
a é ¢« 
1 in. . ¥ WE! os ctewecccasscega veered 11 00 
1 in. by 9 in. \ = 
8. l. 
1 in. plain edge flooring ........ccccccccs-. 56 3 
70 6 
56 3 
e 10 ¢ 
MATCHING. square. 
8. d. 
ir 4 0 
in. 45 3 
1 in. 59 0 
PLUMBERS’ BRASS WORK. 
Delivered in London. 
M.O.H. 
S.D. Biscocks CRUTCH ay FOR IRON 
in. 
3 /— $1/— = doz. 
ae Bris COCKS FO! 
t0/- tap a doz. 
S.D. stop COCKS FOR 
Sym gin. lin. i}in. a 2 in. 
Oi Sg 86/- /-  281/-. 456/— per doz. 
Cone 9 wants Pong ane % Leap. 
ied 3% lay doy. Sore bon 624/- per doz 
DousLe Nut BoILer ‘a 
sin. Zin. Lin. 14in. 1 2 in. 
5/6 6/8 Il/- 2W/- 3 éf 56/~ per doz. 
vY CROYDON BALL bey 
i} Zin. lin ie 
2/- 115/- 144/- 8 /— se4hm per tes, 
ae oe — SCREWS. 
a es 2 25/5, asi ie 716 per doz. 
Brass nae gad 


16 35 34) 46 46/- eee tan, 


D be mag Brass 
1} <6 Ibs, 14 } x 6 Ibs. 2 x 7 Ibs. 3 xX 7 Ibs. 
Lead P. 26/- 34/- 55/- 92/- per doz. 
LidS. 34/- 41/- 67/-  15/-perdoz 
So.tper.—Plumbers’, 1/7. Tinmen’s, 2/1. Blow pips 
2/6 per Ib. 


* The information given on ae i 
for THe BuriLper, and is co; 
ats to eive a0 far as posable 
average prices of materials, not necessarily the 

lowest. Quality and quantity cm es 
Ee taeaeian "haan aol 

ho make use of this information, Prices are subje4 
Oh ae coe tae 


et 











Gaskin, ’ 


IRon.—S 
qualit: 
IRON. 
Mild Stee 
Mild Stec 


Soft Steel 
20 gaus 


Cut Nails 


METAL 
complete 
coats, and 

o 2s. 7d 


Raw Lin 
Boiled Li 
Genuine 
per cv 
Genuine 
Genuine 
Linseed q 
Utility P 
Size, XD 


vary acc 











August 4 1944 


PRICES CURRENT OF MATERIALS—(contd.) 
See Note at top of preceding page. 


METALS. 

Joists, GIRDERS, &C., to LONDON STATION PER TON— 
R.S. Joists, cut and fitted ............ £24 0 0 
Plain Compound Girders ............ 2610 0 

Stanchions .......... 00 
ee ecctresceet citar 35 0 0 


Nore.—These prices are for —— pieces and not 
special pieces of an awkward na’ 
MILD STEEL ROUNDS. i Se Stations, per 


ton. 
Diameter. £ “ ¢ Diameter. 23. @ 
tin. . ‘ 23 eg kamen « 2115 0 
‘ia Dinas annen 22 2 13 0 ° in.to2jin. 21 5 O 
OUGHT "Funes a AND > ah 


Deliveries from works. 


Deliveries from London stock tor gross. 
Tubes. T: 
ro /s° ¥ ee 9, a ry a 24° 24°76" 
%o % % Yo Ye 
Light weigh: «...-. sig = ai Si 5 
«. 44 a 3 41 49 
Gai. y. lightweight ow sae ~- 30 30 30 


Galv. heavyweight 20 20 20 20 
Tubes and tubulars sizes $” /}” inclusive, charged extra 
of Ea less gross. 
Fittings. Figs. 25/34 5% less discount. 
Terms.—Nett cash end of month following date of 
invoice. Carriage paid on lots of £10 nett value and 
over, 


C.I. Ha.r-Rounp Gutrers—London Prices ex 
Works, per yd. in 6 ft. lengths. = 
e 


Gutters. ay ae 
1/53 


1/6 i 
1/8 7 
2/0 





9d. 

1/74 5d. 

1/7. d. 

1/at ia 

1/114 83d. 

2/3 103d. 

RAIN WATER PIPES 
Per yd. in 6 tts. Pipe. — Branches. 

2 in. 1/5: 2/2 
2sin. .. 1/8 2/74 
3 in. 2/1 = 3/2 
34 in. 2/64 3/7% 
4 in. 3/04 4/5 





NETT PRICES. 
Tonnage allowance—4-ton lots, 5 per cent. 
2-ton lots, 24 per cent. 
L.C.C. Coatrp Son. Pires—London Prices, ex Stock. 
Per yd. in 6 fts. Pipe. 





2/74 = 3/2 
vat ited 
3/115 3/5 
4/5 6/3 
. Bends. Branches. 
‘ 7/3 11/6 
8/2 14/5 
14/9 22/3 
6 in. ag je OPE 17/0 29/8" 
Gaskin, 75/-+ per cwt. 
Per ton basis 
in London. 
8. 
IRoN.—Staffordshire Crown, Merchant 
ihc es i cacdcnnce ds daceconrs 7 6 
IRON.—Staffordshire Marked Bars ...... 19 7 6 
MEE GRE) cece scccdéeccstoseGek = is : 
BEE BIN BROGE o cc nccceceseccuccbesaak 


Ex he AE Stock, 
per ton (two-ton lots). 
Soft Steel Sheets, C.R. and C.A.— 


PIED ea ie 6.4.04 oo nt ab ko keene 2417 6 
24 _— decestvdevesiweaesteddecte 25 2 6 
TRE dao whe desenabeaddcsccunes 2517 6 
Galea Corrugated Sheets, 6 ft. to 9 ft.— 
PM “3 cases tends bisesaceweaeave 00 
24 — GS dbcccoGbhbeccvseccsioshscees 2710 O 
TOME. cs edearcecus tans aaabe econ 28 15 0 
Galvanised Flat Sheets, C.R. and C.A.— 
MAES OS F866 ove ddbccwvesvebeveiaé 28 10 O 
24 GAUGE cccccescdccvcccende Rctttee 0 
TG BEMER:. . ccccccdnnranaceenepscecccses 30 5 0 
Per ton 
Ss. 
Cus Neila, 3 me. Gnd Op os es Ee baad 28 10 0 


ALL NeTrT. 
METAL WrunDows.—Standard sizes, suitable for 


complete houses, including all fittings, pain two 
cont and delivery to job, average price about 4d. 
o 2s. 7d. per foot super. 
PAINTS, &c. £o«3d. 
Raw Linseed Oil (5 galls.) .. per gallon 7 -@ 
Boiled Linseed Oil (5 galls.) .... tt ee 
oy Ground English White ead, 1-9 
Genuine se White Lead Paint, 14-Ib. tins free, 
per cwt. 416 6 
Genuine Red Lead ......-c0-- a 218 6 
Linseed Oil Putty (Kegs extra) . ja °s § 
Utility Putty,(Packages returnable) A isso 
Size, QUality ......s.00-. fkn. 049 
tine substitute can be obtained and prices 


vary according to quality hom 3/8 gallon upwards, 
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BUILDING TRADE WAGES IN SCOTLAND 


Following are grade rates authorised by the Scottish N.J.C. from February 1. Every 
endeavour is made to ensure accuracy, but we cannot be responsible for errors that may occur. 

















Grade Classification A Al A2 A3 B Bl 
Craftsmen -........ 2 /O4 2/0 1/114 1/11 1/104 1/10 
Labourers ....... > 1/7 1 /63 1 /6}4 1/6 1/54 1/5} 
Aberdeen ........ A Dumfriesshire -A2 Inverness....... acon Perthshire ......-- 
ASTER. 5 <nscoees A OE RSS A ger eee Al Peterhead . At 
ene Katateig B Dunoon ..........A i ineshire ..A2 i 
i Pere A2 East Fife.......... A hire ...... A Rothesay 
Bridge of Allan ....A ast Lothian ...... A Lanarkshire ...... A Roxburghshire . 
Broughty Ferry ....A Edinburgh ........ A Midlothian ...... A St. Andrews 
Clackmannanshire. .A Fifeshire  ........ A Monifieth ........ A 
NI Sih vane nae A Forfarshire ........ A2 | Moray and Naim B Stil 
Dunblane ........ A Glasgow .......... A Newport... ..0..0.< 
Dumbartonshire ..A Greenock ........ A Peeblesshire Sasteres f 
ciated Al Hamilton ........A Death stb omnia West Lothian .....-A 
*This town has its own rates : Masons, 1/94; Carpenters, 1 ; Slaters, 1 Plasterers, 
but 1/11 is paid owing to the scarcity at we Painters, Pioi ind poy pineal 1/5, une 


The information given in this table is copyright. Rates of wages in 


Vales are given on page 97 | 








VARNISHES, &c. 





Per gallon. 

st i? 

Outside 016 0 

” 018 0 

xe 100 

a 120 

= 160 

ve 114 0 

Inside 1 0 O 

pe 100 

Ps 140 

va 120 

- 100 

é 1 1 6 

ef $, 226 

< 114 0 

do. is 1 4 6 

Best Japan Gold Size ........ ia 114 6 

DOT TOGO, oi Siidc id sdcde'serccides 012 0 

Oak and Fa ca Stain (water)........ 0140 

ET 0 noc ccuneapecsecace 09 6 

MEME Cote cc cccccoscsrtvédcactes 0.16 0 

OI esse cc cccccscccse 017 0 

French Brush Polish..............-- 014 0 

Liquid Dryers in Terebene ............-- O11 G 
LEAD, &c. 





(Delivered in London.) 





Nore.—Country delivery, 20/- per ton extra, lots 
under 3 cwt. 4/- per cwt. extra and over 3 cwt. and 
under 5 cwt., 2/6 per cwt. extra. Cut to sizes, 4/- per 
cwt. extra. 


Old lead, ex London ~~, 
Mills 


2 ton Y#I8 0 0. 











The 
Hall Mark 


of 
Craftsmansh ip 


IR RAID 
DAMAGE REPAIRS 


LASS SUPPLIED 
or GLAZING 
SHOP FRONTS ano PLATE GLASS 


REPLACEMENTS RECEIVE 
IMMEDIATE ATTENTION 


AYGEE I. 


England's Largest 
Glazing Contractors. 


100 WESTMINSTER BRIDGE RD., S.E.1 
Ring: Waterloo 6314 


(6 lines) 














THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 
NEW BUILDINGS 


CARFIN.—Flans in hand for extensions, re- 
construction and alterations, for S. Smith and 
Son (Motors), Ltd., for which the architects 
9 Wylie, Shanks & Wylie, 204, West Regent- 


, Glasgow. 
‘cnhdamenees — Buildings to be 
erected for Barclay, Curle & Co., Lid., for 


which the architects are John Keppie and Hen- 
derson, Carlton House, Douglas-st., Glasgow. 


GLASGOW.—Plans in hand for alterations, 
extensions and reconstruction, for which the 
architects are Will. Wright & Kirkwood, 
Carlton House, Douglas-st., Glasgow. 

GOUROCK. — Plans in hand for housing 
scheme at Drumshantie, for which the archi- 
tect is Frank Petrie, Library-bldgs., Wallace- 
sq., Gourock. 

NEWHOUSE. — Plans prepared for garage 
and storage buildings, for which the architect 
is James M. Beresford, 582, Glasgow-rd., 








Wishaw. 
GLASS. 
SHEET GLASS, ORDINARY GLAZING QUALITY 
CUT SIZES. 
Per ft. super. 
d. 
POOR ono cciciicviccbedses doce ccedses yisdesde 3g 
24 oz. Clear or “R” quality.......-.---+-++++ 5 
BEOE 2s ccccwcesee 66 Gb ad as canod as BORON 6k 
SD OR. . cccccvcdcccececscdlscssescadecesegtse 8k 


Figured roll 
Figured rolled and 
Rolled Sheet 


eee were sees sesesesesese 











Per ft. 

8. d. 

ot 

OL 

10 

2 6 

40 

0 % 

1 0 

| > 5 

0 9% 

i is * W MEMES. coe cccdsccas 10 

° ~ a Sim. hick seccccceccccce ta 

“VITA” GLASS. J Per ft. 

“ Vita ” Plate Glass, about yy in. thick— 3s. a 

ft. 5 0 

7 6 

2 0 

20 

% in 3 0 

4; in. Georgian Wired. “Vita” Glass . ate 6 

GLASS ager gal e@ s. d. 

PB. 1—8 Pat in. xX wees 2 9 cach note 
PB. 2—5: in, X wits 2 6 ~ 
PB. 3—7: inx7 in. x in Soace ee é 
P.B. 32—73 in. x 73 in. x hace (Bo Metin 
D suoed. Commer Baicks $0 1 up with— 

WE Dnccacccougoncceoveeotevace & Gene 
P.B. enw re edn acasdiacsacen. SG 

PB. 3. SOO See Se SESHEEEESSESESESE 6 Q os a. 
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L.C.C. HOUSING SCHEME 


TENDER ACCEPTED FOR ROAD AND 
SEWER WORK AT GRANGE HILL. 


Tue London County Council, on June 
20, approved an estimate of liability on 
capital account of £310,000 in respect of 
the construction of roads and sewers at 
the Grange Hill site, Essex. Tenders for 
the work were invited from 12 firms on 
the prescribed list on the basis of a value- 
cost contract similar to those in respect 
of the development of other large cottage 
estates. 

The firms invited to tender were given 
schedules of prices for the construction of 
the roads and sewers, and were asked to 
state the percentage increase or decrease 
of the schedules which would be required 
if. they undertook the work. The 
schedules, after adjustment by the per- 
centages quoted, were to form the basis 
for arriving at the value of the work. 
The firms were also asked to state the 
percentage of the value of the work which 
they would require as their normal fee. 
The form of contract provides that the 
contractor’s fee shall be decreased or in- 
creased in accordance with a prescribed 
scale if the cost of the work proves to be 
greater or less than its value by more 
than one per cent. The following table 
shows the percentage fee quoted by the 
tenderers, and the effect of the operation 
of the tenderers’ percentage variations of 
the schedules of prices on the assumption 
that the value of the work ordered, when 
priced on the schedules originally issued, 
would amount to £280,000 :— 


THE BUILDER 


REPAIRSOF WAR-DAMAGED 
HOUSES 
LOCAL AUTHORITY'S INADEQUATE 
LABOUR. 


Wiusirep0n Borough Council, at their 
meeting on July 5, decided to approach the 
Ministry of Health in order that a further 
attempt may be made to persuade builders 
to provide increased assistance in dealing 
with the repair of bomb-damaged property. 
They will endeavour to meet. any objec- 
tions the builders may have to the form of 
contract. 

The Buildings Committee state that they 
hold the view that it is their obvious duty 
to allocate labour for the repair. of war 
damage proportionately to the needs, and 
if the majority of the building labour is 
retamed by some firms for work offered 
them privately they will be unable to carry 
out repairs necessary to war-damaged. 
houses. The scheme of the Ministry of 
Health, designed to concentrate building 
labour on the task of providing more 
housing accommodation available for occu- 
pation, has, they state, proved very dis- 
appointing. 

Councittor T. Brappock said he had a 
great deal of sympathy with the people in 
their housing difficulties. Certain arrange- 
ments had been made with the local build- 
ing industry that they should have a labour 
reserve, and they were expected to allow 
this labour to be used in times of emer- 
gency for meeting the most. urgent needs 
of the people. At this time of emergency 
these ‘‘ good employers ”? found they could 





Value after adjust- Totalfee if Total (excluding 
WEY mentoftenderers Normal  costis within Council’s super- 
Pt Tenderer. percentage fee l percent. visory costs and 
variation of percentage of value central office 
schedule prices charges) 
£ £ £ 
W. & C. French, Ltd., Buckhurst Hill, 

Essex... a - sa : 217,000 2 5,425 222,425 
John Mowlem & Co., Ltd., 8.W.1 212,800 94 20,216 233,016 
Richard Costain, Ltd.,S.W.1. .. = 238,000 34 7,437 245,437 
Wilson Lovatt & Sons, Ltd., Wolver- 

hampton os ‘+ ve - 245,000 2 4,900 249,900 
Holland & Hannen and Cubitts, Ltd., 

a. 4 i aa “A tp ore 245,000 24 6,125 251,125 
Howard Farrow, Ltd., N.W.11 .. de 245,000 34 8,575 253,575 
Unit Construction Co., Ltd., Reigate, 

Surrey .. - Se se oe 250,600 24 6,265 256,865 
Holloway Bros. (London), Ltd.,S.W.19 . . 261,800 24 5,890 267,690 
M. J. Gleeson, Ltd., North Cheam, Surrey 266,000 24 6,650 272,650 
John Laing & Son, Ltd., N.W.7 ts 270,900 2 5,418 276,318 
Fitzpatrick & Sons (Contractors), Ltd., E.3 252,000 10 25,200 277,200 
Demolition & Construction Co., Ltd., S.W.1 260,000 3 8,106 278,306 


The Housing and Public Health Com- 
mittee ‘have decided to accept the lowest 
tender, viz., that of W. & C. French, 
Ltd., who require a fee of 24 per cent. 
on the total value of the work and offer 
a reduction of 224 per cent. on the 
schedules of prices. On this basis the 
tender amounts to £222,425 on the assump- 
tion that the actual cost will be within 
one per cent. of the value of the work. 


A London Centenarian. 

Mr. John Coombs Masters, of 69, Ridg- 
mount-gardens, Gower-street, who cele- 
brated his 100th birthday on July 14, 
came to London about 1865. Mr. Masters 
for upwards of 40 years was clerk of the 
works and building manager for the 
London County Freehold and Leasehold 
Properties, Ltd., and Rowton House, Ltd. 
The King has sent him a message of 
congratulation. 


A London Builder’s Estate. 

Sir John William Lorden, of Little 
Ratton, Willington, Eastbourne, head of 
W. H. Lorden and Sons, Ltd,, builders, 
Upper ‘Tooting, Conservative M.P. for 
North St. Pancras 1918-23, twice Mayor o 
Wandsworth, who died on April 21, age 
81 left £117,900 (net personalty 
£72,979). 
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make a good profit by allowing their men 
to be employed elsewhere, and did not feel 
satisfied with the standard of. profit laid 
down by His Majesty’s Government. It 
was deplorable that such a state of things 
should exist, and an example of ‘“‘ anti- 
patriotism ’’. which they should take note 
of. It was proper that in circumstances 
like these, loca] authorities should have 
their own works department, and have con- 
trol of the workmen themselves, so that 
they could be used when most needed for 
the public-benefit. It did not make any 
difference to the workmen, the wages were 
the same, but if the local authorities had 
direct control of the placing of the men, 
they could see that the worst sufferers 
would have their difficulties attended to. 
At present it was the people with the 
longest pocket, who offered the biggest 
inducements to the builders, who could: get 
the work done; and in many cases it was 
not work of the first importance. ‘ 
Councittor McSneeny said the Council 
had its own works department, but it was 
not ample for the work that required 
doing. _ Pressure was being put on the 
Ministry of Labour to get more men. They 
had at present 425, but that was nothing 
like enough. They could only deal with 
one-third of the damaged properties. 


FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 


The Editor welcomes authentic information for: this 

section from architects, surveyors or contractors. 

Items should reach 4, Catherine-street, Aldwych, 
C.2, not later than Tuesday ‘morning. 


For some contracts still open, but not, in- 
cluded in this list, see previous issues, Those 
with an asterisk are advertised in this number. 
The dates at the heads of paragraphs are those 
for the submission of tenders; a dagger (t) 
denotes closing date for applications; the name 
and address at the end refer to the person 
from whom particulars may be obtained. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


BUILDING 


AUGUST 9. 

Shefheld £.C.—Erection of (a) classroom 
block, Beck-rd. School; (b) garages. Duchess- 
rd. W. G. Davies, City A.. Town Hall. Dep. 
£2 2s, each. 

AUGUS 


iT 10. 

Liverpool! T.C.—Rehabilitation block at Broad- 
green "osplist’ City A. and Director of 
Housing. Blackburn-chbrs., Dale-st., Kingsway, 
Liverpool. Dep. £2 2s, : ; 

North Riding E.C.—Erection of kitchen and 
dining-room at. Nunthorpe C.E. School. F. 
Barraclough, Secretary, Ed. Offices, County 
Hall, Northallerton. 

AUGUST 12. ad 

Gravesend T.C.—Adaptation of requisitioned 
properties, Boro. A., 5, Woodville-ter. 

AUGUST 14. ' 

Clacton U.D.C.—Completion of certain offices 
at Town Hall.. 8. ; 

Luton T.C.—Completion of 22 houses ~ at 
Leagrave. B.E. Dep. £2 2s. 

AUGUST 15. 
Brightlingsea U.D.C.—Demolition of proper- 
es. S. 


AUGUST 1 
Purley.—Erection of pair 


ti ' 
of cottages, R. 


Austin and Wyatt, 79, High-st., Fareham. 
Dep. £2. 2s. 
PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 


HEATING, ETC. 
AUGUST 9. : 
Royston U.D.C.—Exterior painting of 73 pairs 
of houses at Park View estate. S. 
AUGUST 12. e 
South Kesteven R.D.C.—External painting of 
399 houses. EE. and S., 41, North-st., Bourne, 


Lines: 
AUGUST 17. ; 

Southport C.B.—(1) Decorating interior, and 
(2) painting exterior of Cambridge Hall, Lord- 
st. B.E. Dep, £1 1s. 

AUGUST 19. 

*Lewes B.C.—External painting of the Town 
Hall, Corn Exchange, Municipal Offices and 
appurtenant buildings. B.S., Town Hall, Lewes. 

AUGUST 21. 

Southport C.B.—Painting and decorating at 
Victoria baths and other premises. B.E.. Dep. 

1s. 
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Stretford ¥.C.—Exterior painting of schools. 
Bs. Dep. £2 2s. 
NO DATE, 
Rochdale.—Exterior painting of houses. at 
Waray ere W. Holt, 200, Ashfield-rd., Roch- 
dale. 
ROAD, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 
AUGUST 9. 
Dudley C.B.—Excavation, filling and levelling 
of jand: for housing sites. Dep. £5 5s. 
AUGUST 12. 
Tiverton T.C.—Reinforced concrete sedimenta- 


tion tank. B.S., Town Hall. Dep, £2 2s. 
AUGUST 14. 
Manchester T.C.—Surface dressing. City S. 
Dep. £1 1s, 
AUGUST 15. 


Cheshunt U.D.€.—Construction -of reinforced 
concrete culvert. A. Burton Stibben, E. and S., 
Manor House. Dep. £2 2s. 

AUGUST 18. 

Wisbech T.C.—214 yds. of 24-in. cast-iron pipe 

sewer. Wilcox, Raikes & Marshall 33, Great 


Charles-st., Birmingham. Dep. £5 5s, 
’ AUGUST 19. 
Cambridge T.C.—Construction of roads and 
sewers. B.E. and 8. Dep. £2 2s. 


AUGUST 26. 
Neweastle-on-Tyne T.C.—Construction. and 


uiaintenance of sewers. City E 
‘ AUGUST 29. 
Kirkcaldy... T.6.—Construction of concrete 


roads, sewers, etc. . 
East Fergus-pl. 
ROAD MATERIALS, ETC. 
AUGUST 10. 
Sunderland C.B.—B.E. 
PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 


AUGUST 9. 
“Somerset C.C.—Temporary Class II Archi- 


Burgh E., Osborne House, 


tectural Assistants. R. O. Harris (A.), C ; 
Architect, Park-st., Taunton. rris (A.), County 
AUGUST 10. 


Ministry of Town and Country Planning.— 
Temporary Senior Technical Officer at Lane 
headquarters, Written applications, quoting 
| eg 5 ae of is ar ane National 

, Roo , Alexandra House, Ki 
London, W.C.2. er ee 

“Robert Gordon’s Technical College, Aber- 
deen.—Full-time Lecturer in Building. A. C 
ab pos 

4 iding C€.C.—(1) Deputy County Plan- 
ning Officer, £900-£50-£1,000; (2) Two. Senior 
Planning Assistants, £450-£25-£600;. (3) One 
Grade It Planning Assistant, £225-£20-£350; 
(4) One Junior Planning “Assistant, £160-£15- 
£220. B. Kenyon, C., County Hall, Wakefield. 

AUGUST 11, 

Croydon C.B.—Lecturer in Building Dept. 
and Junior School of Building for. Building Sub- 
iects, Forms from H. Roberts, Ed. Officer, Ed. 
Office, Katharine-st., Croydon (stamped and 
addressed foolscap envelope). 


AUGUST 14 


“Derbyshire ©.C.—Architectural — Assistants. 
Candidates must be over 30. .2., plus 
£49 8s. bonus. Write, quoting BAgs7 A, 


Ministry of Labour and National-Service, Room 
432, Alexandra House, Kingsway, London, 
W.C.2, for necessary forms. 


° AUGUST 22. : 
Upton-on-Severn R.D.C.—Architect’ to pre- 
pare and carry through post-war Housing 
Scheme ; .-ust be Associate Member of R.I.B.A. 
or equivalent qualification. H. Foster, 
Clerk of the Council, Upton-on-Severn. 


AUGUST 2, 
Brighton Technical College. — Full-time 
‘Teacher for Plumbing Trade Classes and assist 
in the General Building Course. F. Herbert 
Toyne, Edn. Officer, 54. Old Steine, Brighton, 1. 


NO DATE. 
Suites a re gs oe nol ling 
Subjects. . H. Blake, Secretary an irect 
of Ed., Ed. Offices, Guild-st. . a 


GENERAL BUILDING |}WORK 


Amble. — Scheme proposed for fish quay, 
market and other buildings. Plans by A. W 
Charity, 8. 

Bromsgrove.—U.D.C. approved: Commercial 
Garage, for H. J. Malins; alterations new Inns 
cottages, Lickey_End and School-la. cottages, 
Lickey End, for Barnsley Hall Mental Hospital 
Committee of Visitors; extension to library, 
“ Bremesgrave Chase,” Mearse-la., Barnt Green, 
for F. Elliott. ee . 

Croydon.—C.B. propose additional public con 
veniences. to adapt Coombe Lodge as 
T.B..centre, at £1,350. i 

.C. to set.up two model dairy 
farms at Wynyard Park, Stockton. County S., 
Shire Hall, Durham, 


THE BUILDER 


Easington.—R.D.C. to erect five ‘bus shelters. 
C. W. Clarke, Council Offices, 8. 

Gosforth.—Cackett, Burns Dick & McKellar, 
Ellison-pl., Newcastle, are architects for estate 
development scheme at Gosforth, Newcastle, to 
include cinema, hotel with bowling-green, shops, 
flats and garages. 

Jarrow.—E.C. to erect_huts for school meals 
at Valley View school. Plans by B.E. 

Jarrow-on-Tyne.—B.E. to prepare plans for 
erection of public conveniences at corner of 
Monkton-terr. and Cemetery Bank, and corner 
of Valley-view and York-ave. 

Kent C.C.—Hospitals Committee to erect pre- 
fab. building at Willesborough Hospital, at 
£1,260; prefab. huts to be erected at 4 schools; 
prefab. hut to be erected, at £1,750, at Sitting- 
bourne County Girls’ School; additional cow 
house, at £1,000, to be erected at Kent Farm 
Institute Farm. 

Leyton.—T.C. approved workshop extensions 
for H. Jenton at 32a, Lily-rd. 

Liverpool.—T.C. purchased sites in Clarence- 
st., to extend City Technical Colloge (Oulton 
School Dept.). , 

Manchester.—T.C. propose provision of com- 
munity  centres—T.C. approved conversion of 
premises at Smedley-rd. and Smedley-la., Cheet- 
ham Hill, into hostel for Catholic women; two 
flats, 5, Lansdowne-rd., West Didsbury, for E. 
Catton, L, D. Clegg (L-), 5, Queen-st., Oldham ; 
eight flats, High-st., Chorlton-on-Medlock, for 
J: B. Bellis, 120, High-st., Chorlton-on-Medlock, 
Basil Pendleton (L.), architect, 16, Brazenose- 
st., Albert-sq.; five flats, Egerton Lodge, 77, 
Palatine-rd. and Circular-rd., Withington, for 
E, Btesh, K. C. Donaldson, architect, 4, War- 
wick-rd., Hale, Ches; alterations and additions 
to premises, 71, Sackville-st.,.City, for Atlas Ex- 
press Co., Lid., Union-st.—W. H. Schofield, 55, 
Wilmslow-rd., Withington, proposes erection of 
five houses at Moorfield-st.,, Withington. 

Melton Mowbray.—U.D.C. propose 
conveniences at Cattle Market. 

Middleshbrough.—_W. E. Haslock, Albert-rd., 
Middlesbrough, prepared plans for alterations 
at St. Hilda’s: hostel, Snowden-rd.—Ministry of 
Works to carry out alterations and additions at 
Friends’ Meeting House, Dunning-st. 

Northampton.—Board of Management of Man- 
field Orthopedic Hospital, Kettering-rd., pro- 
pose erection of ward as extensions.—Board of 
Governors of the General Hospital, Billing-rd., 
propose extensions to provide for 100 additional 
beds, cost, £100,000. 

Stockton.—R.D.C. have granted applications 
for reconditioning and‘ alterations at Pennder 
House, for T. Selby & Son, Stockton; repairs at 
West Meadows Farm, North Close Farm, and 
Middlefield Farm,, and. repairs and alterations 
at. Red Barnes Farm, for the Earl of Eldon. 

Stockton-on-Tees.—G. P. Stainsby, 25, High- 
st., prepared plans for altering billiards hall into 
dance hall at Norton-rd., for T. Malcolm. 

Sunderland. — Governors of Sunderland and 
Durham County Eye Infirmary propose clinic 
at Tees-side. 


public 
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BRITISH RESTAURANTS AND 
CANTEENS 


Croydon.—C.B. propose to build larger kitchen 
at Ashburton hool; separate- servery at 
infants’ dept., Beulah School ; kitchen at Port- 
land School; kitchen at Whitehouse School; 
and canteen at St, Christopher’s (M.D.) school. 
Tenders to be invited. } 

Hamilton.—Plans to be prepared for cooking 
department at Hamilton Academy, for which 
the architect is William. Watt, Albert-st., 
Wishaw. 

Middlesbrough.—T.C. approved canteens and 
kitchens at Denmark-st school, Derwent-st. 
school, St. Patrick’s junior school, and_ St. 
Mary’s school, Plans by Education Architect, 
Woodlands-rd. 

Northumberland.—B. of E. approved school 
kitchens at Bamburgh C.E. (£564), Beadnell 
C.E. (£565), Carham “Wark C.E. (£419), New- 
ton-on-the-Moor temporary school (£563), Seg- 
hill Infants’ (£409), Slaley (£418), and Wall 
C.E. schools (£240); Plans by County Archi- 
tect, County Hall, Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 

Salsburgh, — Plans in hand for canteen at. 
Salsburgh Colliery, for which the architects are 
Cowie & Miller, 45, Cleland-rd.. Wishaw. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 
t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

q Denotes accepted by .M. Government 


departments. 


Croydon C.B.—For erection of kitchen at Sel- 
hares Grammar School, #Walker (Tooting), 
Ltd., £1,450; for classroom block at Central 
Polytechnic, *Walker (Tooting), Ltd., £2,313; 
for workshops at‘School of Buildirg, *Norman 
Wright (Builders), Ltd., £1,367. 

Darlin —Erection of truck garage and 
battery-charging station, for Darlington Forge, 
Ltd.: #3, Shewell & Co. (Successors), Ltd., 


Darlington. ‘ 
Ealing.—Repairs to properties at_ Westfield- 
rd., for T.C.: No. 30, *#J. Ward & Sons, Ltd., 


£595; Nos. 22, 24, 26 and 28, *Davis & Co., 

£329, £345, £415, £428. , , 
Ealing.—Conversion of properties into flats, 

for T.C.: *P. Bilton, Ltd., £352 (21, Creffield- 


‘d.); * Raglan Building Co., Ltd., £547 (8, 
Weaibury-r4.), £396 fio, Marchwood-cres.), 
Grange 


535 (36, Drayton Green-rd.), £713 (12, 4 
roe £350 , ~ Kerrison-rd.) ; *Perry’s 
(Ealing), Ltd., £177 (46, Coigeey se) 

Heston and Isleworth T.C.—For repair and 
reconditioning of 49 and 90, Wesley-ave., 
Hounslow. Mr. C. P. F. Hilton, B.E. and S.: 
Wm. Lacey (Hounslow), Ltd., Hounslow, £1,339; 
Speirs, Ltd., London, £1,212; #F. D. Hidden & 
Co., Ltd.. a rg ae ee le 

Londen (Air nistry).— Li ) - 
theo te col on of £500 or over for week ended 
July 29. ; ; 

General maintenance work: Henry Martin, 
Utd., Northampton; G. A. Kenny & Sons, Ltd., 
Ipswich; Walter Llewellyn &_ Sons, Ltd., 
Norwich; Comben & Wakeling, Lid., Harrow; 
Watkin a ‘on Ltd., Bangor; E. J. 
Logan, London,’S.W.15. 

Civil baggy bo a gery A treet 
Warrington; Fitzpatric ons J 
Ltd., London. E.3; W. & C. French, Ltd., 
Buckhurst Hill, Essex. 

Building work: W. Cashford & Sons, Head- 
corn, Kent. p 

Painting work: Norman Watson (Decorators), 
Ltd., London, E.C.4; Jas. Ferguson & Co. 
(Decorators), Ltd., Salford, Lanes. 

Surface dressing work: Chittenden & 
Simmons, Ltd., Mayertont. Kent; F. Troy & 
Co., Ltd., London, N.W.3. 

Installation work: Avery MHardoll, Ltd., 
London, E.C.1. - : 

Surfacing work: Highways Construction, 
Ltd., London, S8.W.1. 

myo “a work: Maxwell M. Hart, 
Ltd., Glasgow, C.1. 

Agricultural work: J. Burley & Sons, Ltd., 
tondon, §.W.15; E. Doe & Sons, Ltd., Maldon, 
Hssex; J. Sharwood & Partners, Ltd., Bedford ; 
Shorters Construction Co., Ltd., London, N.W.11. 

GLondon (Ministry of Works).—Contracts 
placed by M.O.W. during week ending July 27. 

Derbyshire: Building work, Bowmer and 


Bakiaes Pece =f. Poe” edie and Sons 
: er , 


Essex: Building wor 

Richmond-rd., Ipswich. 

Gloucestershire: Building work, Taylor 
Woodrow Construction Co., Ltd., Southall, 
Middx. , 

Sussex: Building work, Saunders  (Con- 


tractors), Ltd,, London-rd., Burgess Hill. 

Yorks: Building work, Lawson and Boddy, 
Maude-st., Darlington. 

GLondon (War Dept.).—Works 
placed by War Dept. for week ended July 22:— 

Yorks: Miscellaneous work, Chaplee & 
Sons, Leyburn, Yorks; A. Moore & Sons, Scar- 
borough. 

Lancs: Miscellaneous work, Edwin Marshall 
& Sons, Ltd., Ashton-unhder-Lyne. 


contracts 
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Derbyshire: Hutting (erection), Hofton & 
Son, Ltd., Beeston, Notts. 

Herefordshire : Painting work, Renovators 
(Provincial), Lid., Birmingham. 








UNITE FOR STRENGTH 


FEDERATION 
OF MASTER 
BUILDERS 





MEMBERSHIP 1541 — 856 
MEMBERSHIP 1942 — 1,612 
MEMBERSHIP TO DATE — 4,000 
LONDON REGION 37 AREA OFFICES 


PROVINCIAL BRANCHES 


BATH, BRISTOL, EXETER, FROME, 
MANCHESTER, MERSEYSIDE, PLYMOUTH, 
PORTSMOUTH, SALISBURY and TORQUAY. 


(Many Branches in course of formation) 


SUBSCRIPTION £3 .3 . 0 p.a. 


"Phone or write 
Secretary : 
23, Compton Terrace, Upper St., N.1 
CANonbury 2041/3 





THE BUILDER 


Oxfordshire: Hutting (erection), T, H. Kin- 
gerlee & Sons, Ltd., Oxford. 
Essex: Miscellaneous work, J. L. Glasscock 


& Sons (Successors), Bishops Stortford, Herts. 
Middlesex : Hutting (erection) and roadwork, 
Mattock & Parsons, Ltd., London, W.C.1. 
London: Miscellaneous’ work, MacManus & 
Co., Ltd., London, 
Berks : Conveyor work, British Ropeway 
Engineering Co., Ltd., Petersfield, Hants; mis- 
cellaneous work, Knowles & Son (Oxford), Ltd., 


': Miscellaneous work, F. & D. Lucas, 
Benson Bros. (Bristol), Ltd., 


Kent: Miscellaneous work, W. Norman & 
Son, Ltd., Erith, Kent. 
Hampshire : Well boring, F. Smith & Son 
(Grimsby), Ltd., Grimsby. 

Cornwall: Miscellaneous work, Carkeek & 
Sons, Ltd., Redruth, Cornwall. 
Newcastle-on-Tyne.—For alterations and ex- 


tensions to restaurant, for Binns & Co., 
Market-st.: *Stephen Easten, Ltd., Westgate 
Grange, Newcast 


Northumberland. — Works, for E.C. W. W. 
Tasker, County Architect, County Hall, New- 
castle-on-Tyne:. Canteen kitchen, Adderstone 
Warenford school, *W. Tully & Sons, Belford, 
£110; canteen kitchen, Bedlington’ Colliery 
school, _*J. W. Urpeth, Bedlington, £1,902; can- 
teen kitchen, Corsenside school, #*M. Hogarth 
& Son, Corbridge, £300; central kitchen and 
store at Longbenton- -sq., *J. M. Reid, Seaton 
Delaval, £1,438. 

Northumberland, Improvements to tower at 
Cockle Park experimental farm, for C.C.: *G. 
Towers & Son, Ltd., Blyth, £389. 

Tynemouth. —Advance "euoarations of hous. 
ing site at Bird-st., North Shields, for T.C.: 
*Direct labour, £1,711. 


NEW COMPANIES 


Tne particulars quoted below have been com- 
piled by Messrs. Jordan & Sons, Ltd., Company 
Registration Age of 116 ro 117,  Chancery- 
lane, W.C.2, from the documents available at the 
Companies Rewistry. 


Burtpine Repairs (Great Britain), Lp. (387790). 
Regd. May 24. 57, Bridge-st., Newport, Mon. 
Nom. cap. : £1,000. 

Home IMPROVEMENTS, Lrp. (387823). Regd. 
May 25. 19, Middle Hillgate, Siookgers. Property 
repairers, bidrs. etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dirs. : 
F Walker, “Mrs. E. Walker, and F. Bethell. 

DEMPSTER AND Co. (Lonpon), Lrp. (388491). 
Regd. June 30. 111, Lower Clapton-rd., E.5. 
Bldrs., etc. Nom. cap.: aa Dirs.: P 
Dempster, L. Stephens and G. W. Tisbury. 

JoHN Warner (Buitpers), Lrp. (388450). 
June 28. . Teversal-rd., Pleasley, Derby. 
etc. Nom. cap. : 50, Dirs.: Annie M. 
Warner and Mrs. W. M. English. 

N.E.E.D. ConstRUCTION, Lrp. (388333). Regd. 
came 21. 214, Bishopsgate, E.C.2, Nom. cap., 


Forpow .. Bs Construction Co., Lip. 
oe ge June 22. 11, Waterloo-pl., Pall 
Mall, S.W x “a etc. Nom. cap.: £2,000 





HARDWOOD 
FLOORING 


STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 
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(Buitpers,, Lrp. (388155). 
Bromley, Kent. 


Pearce Bros. 
June o. at North- 
Dirs. : 
June 9. Coventry Hse., 3, South-pl., E.C. Bldrs., 
decorators, etc. Nom. cap. : £1,000. 











BUCHANAN & CURWEN *™ 
ELECTRICAL 
WORK 


Schemes prepared for 


ARCHITECTS 


engaged on Post-War Planning 


ADDRESS: 
66, VICTORIA STREET, S.W.1 
Tel.: ViCtoria 6550 
Also at BRISTOL & LEATHERHEAD 
EST. 1895 





Regd. 
Nom. 
cap: & 000. B. Pearce and 8. A. Pearce. 

aN (St. Jonn’s Woop), Lrp. (388115). Regd. 








HOSPITAL & SCHOOL STOVES 
SOLE MAKERS OF 
WRIGHT'S IMPROVED ANDALSC 
SHORLAND'S PATENT WARM AIR 
VENTILATING PATTERNS . 


GEO.WRICHT LONDON) L*” 
19 NEWMAN SY. OXFO T. LONDON. WI. 








Boyle’s «sirup Ventilator 
OVER TWO MILLION IN USE 


ROBERT BOYLE & SON, 
Ventilating Engineers, Emergency Address: 34 MORLAND 











AV., E. CROYDON, SURREY. Tel.: Addiscombe 1133 











GALBRAITH 


LIMITED 


BROTHERS 


BUILDERS 


CONTRACTORS 
& ENGINEERS 
of 


CAMBERWELL 


Telephone: SYD. 6235/6 
15-16, TORRINGTON COURT, WESTWOOD HILL, S.E.26 


Temporary Offices: 
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